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An Explanation Of the 


HOLY TRINITY 


The Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit 
By Dr. Walter Lewis Wilson 
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And If You Don’t Look Out 
You Are Going There 


It is quite clear from both the| independently or separately from | 


Old Testament and the New that 


the eternal Godhead consists of. 


three individual Persons, separate 


in their personality and distinctive | 


in their work. These three Persons 
are constantly brought before our 
minds and hearts in all parts of 
the Scriptures. I shall seek to ex- 
‘plain the doctrine of the “Unity 
‘of the Trinity” by illustrations, 
quotations, and explanations. 


The Trinity may be illustrated, 
in a number of different ways. 
First, let us consider the ordinary 
rope used in commercial life. The 
rope consists of three _ strands. 
Each strand is a complete rope 
in itself, but the three strands 
are so intertwined that they form 
just one rope. Everyone knows, 
of course, that the one rope con- 


sists of three ropes. Each of the ee 


three is the same length and the 
Same strength and is made of the 
same material. Whatever one of 
the lesser ropes does, the others 
do also. No single strand works 
alone, but always in conjunction 
with the other two. 


— So it is in the Godhead. Each * 
Person works with the other Per=4 


Son. Each is of the same essential 
deity. Each is eternal in character. 
No one of them works or operates 


| the others. 

We may also illustrate the holy 
| Trinity by a business office. There 
is one firm, but three officers— 


(Continued on page 10) 


Dr. Walter L. Wilson 


= | 


“And if thy right eye causeth thee to stumble, pluck it ;——— 
the president, the vice-president, | owt, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one | over our land at the present time. 
and the treasurer. There are not| of thy members should perish, and not thy whole body be | 
three firms but just one firm, | ¢qst into hell.”—Matt. 5:29, R.V. 


For this address I have five -—— Micetntiagilaied 


texts. The first is quoted above. 
| The second is 


that kill the body, but are not able 
ito kill the soul: 
him who is able to destroy both 
‘soul and body in hell.” 

| The third is Matthew 23:33, R. 
'V., “Ye serpents, ye offspring of 


|vipers, how shall ye escape the 


_judgment of heil?” 


| The fourth is Matthew 25:41, | 


RV. " Depart from me, ye 


f | cursed, into the eternal fire which 
is prepared for the devil and his 
= | angels.” | 

| The fifth is Matthew 25:46, R. 
V., “And these shall go away into. 
* | eternal punishment: but the right- | 
-.|eous into eternal life.” 


Matthew 10:28, 
|R.V., “And be not afraid of them 


but rather fear 


By Dr. R. A. Torrey 


isters and members of orthodox | 
churches today do not really be- | 
lieve that there is a real and aw- | 


ful Hell. I say they do not “really 
believe” that there is a_real and 
awful Hell. Theoretically I pre- 
sume the vast majority of min- 
isters and members of churches do 


believe that there is a Hell. That | 
is, if you put to them the ques- | 


tion, “Do you believe there is a 
Hell to which the wicked are sent 
after death (or after the return 
of the Lord Jesus)?” they would 
says, “Yes.” But their belief is not 


cE real belief, a belief that grips 


them, a belief that shapes their 
lives and conduct, a belief the 
|meaning of which they realize and 
that moves them to the action 


A very large proportion of the | that. they would put forth if they 


}imen and women in America today 


really believed it. There is a vast 


‘do not really believe that there is | gifference between a mere opin- 


ma real and awful Hell. Indeed, a 
| very large proportion of the min- 


“Virgin” Or-Only “Young Woman”? 


In Isaiah 7:14, the Revised Standard Version Bible, Purport- 
ing to Be a Revision of the King James Version, Changed 


“Behold, a Virgin Shall Conceive.... 
Hebrew 


Woman. 


°°? 


” Which Does the 


to “Young 
Word 


“Almah” Really Mean? Here Is the Posi- 
tive, Scriptural Evidence So Every 


Newest Book hy 
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Unbiased Student Can Know 
By Editor John R. Rice 


: When the translation committee of the New Revised 
MN | Standard Version of the Bible, nearly all of them modernists, 
‘professing to revise the King James Version of the Bible, 


Version of the Bible. 
Yet to explain the shocking de- 


of the past, Dean Weigle of Yale 


ed statement that the Hebrew 
word almah in Isaiah 7:14 simply 
means a young woman of mar- 
riageable age, not necessarily a 
virgin; that the Hebrew word for 
virgin is always bethulah. And 
this bland explanation is simply 
passed out wholesale by the de- 
fenders of the slanted and un- 
scholarly modernist’ translation, 
the RSV. 

-Dr. Daniel Browne, in a pamph- 
let widely distributed by the Jud- 
son Press, says, “Scholars agree 


woman of marriageable age,’ 
‘a young woman.’”’ It éught to be 
obvious to the most careless read- 


)-—------ — —— 
| 


parture from the best translations | 


Divinity School, chairman of the) 
translators, makes the unsupport- | 


changed the translation of Isaiah 7:14, from “Behold, a vir- 
gin shall conceive, and bear a son...” to, “Behold, a young 
woman shall conceive and bear 
was naturally raised among Bible believers. This opposition 
was natural and to be expected, because the translation com- 
mittee arrogantly went against the consistent opinion of the 
most devout scholars for nineteen hundred years. They went 
against the Jewish scholars who translated the Old Testa- 
ment into Greek, in the Septuagint, some two hundred years 
before Christ. They went against the fifty-four scholars who 
translated the King James Version of the Bible. They went 
against the scholars who translated the American Standard 


ason...’ a storm of opposition 


er that scholars do not agree on 
that. In fact, the scholars on the 


translation committee did not 
themselves agree to that. One 
committee man, Dr. Kyle M. 


Yates, is said to have expressed 
the wish that the term virgin had 
been used in the new RSV, and to 
‘hope that it will be inserted as 
_a correction later. And obviously 


the committee as a whole did not 


agree that the Hebrew word 
almah means only “a young wo- 
man,’ not necessarily a virgin, for 
they put in the margin the alter- 


; 


| virgin,” How silly it is to say that 


| 
that the meaning of almah is‘ a; ‘"¢ Hebrew word, almah means 


or | Only a young woman, does not | 


nate reading, in small type, “or 


‘mean a virgin, and then put in 
(Continued on page 10) 


ion and a real faith. 


I held the opinion that there 
/was a Hell long before I really 
‘believed that there was a Hell. 
_And I suppose.a very large pro- 


| portion of those who are not pro- 


fessing Christians hold the opinion 
that there is a Hell of some kind 
in the next world, though perhaps 
not an everlasting Hell. But their 
opinion is not a real faith. It has 
very little, if any effect, upon 
their conduct. This wide-spread 
loss of belief in a future Hell of 
long and awful sorrow, pain, an- 
guish, remorse, and despair, is 


terrible evils that are sweeping 


responsible for very much of the | 


The loss of belief in such a fu- 
ture Hell is responsible for the 
appalling increase of suicide. If 
men and women believed that 
every man or woman who com- 
mitted suicide (unless they were 
insane and therefore irresponsible) 
was going to an awful Hell, an 


age-long if not everlasting, sor- 
row, pain, agony, anguish and 
despair, suicide’ would cease, in- 


stead of increasing at the appall- 
ing rate it has increased the last 
year. However great their sorrow 
in the present life, they would 
‘not jump from a lifelong frying 
‘pan into an “everlasting fire.” 
| (Continued on page 7) 

| . 
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In a day that is not far, 
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Che Sinner’s Kerord 


At the blazing judgment bar, 
Even now the awful summons I can hear: 


I must face His holy Word, 
I must stand before the 


That I hold so lightly now, 
Every neartache I have 


Oh, my record will be there, 
Be its pages dark or fair, 


I must meet the mighty God, 


judgment bar. , 


I must meet each broken vow, 


caused, each sigh, each tear; 


Things that time can not erase, 
I must meet them face to face, 
When I stand before the judgment bar. 


Every secret lust and thought 
There shall be to judgment brought, 
When the Lord in all His glory shall appear; 
All the deeds of darkest night, 
Shall come out to greet the light 
When I stand before the judgment bar. 


I must meet my cankered gold, 
For whose greed my life was sold, 
It shall mock me in the judgment’s lurid glare, 
Saying “Ye have sold for naught, 
All the Saviour’s blood had bought, 
And you stand before the judgment bar.”’ 


When I stand before the judgment bar; 


When the books shall open lie, 


In the morning by and by, 


Oh, my record! Oh, my record will be there! 


—J. A. Brown 
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he Way Out 


By Rev. C. W. Bazemore 
Business Mer., Biblical. Recorder, Raleigh, N. C. 
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“Tf IT could climb some high mountain and look out over 
the wide lands, you know very “well what I would see, Robbers 
“on the high roads, pirates on the seas. In the amphi-theatres, 
men murdered, cast before-wild beasts to please applauding 


crowds: selfishness and cruelty, 
bad world. But in the midst of it I have 


roofs. It is a sad, 


misery and despair under all 


found a quiet and holy people who have learned a great 
secret. They are often despised and persecuted, but they care 
not, nor do they complain. They are the masters of their souls. 
They have overcome the world. The peoples are the Chris- 


tians, and I am one of them.”: . 


In the third century, Cyprian, 
bishop of Carthage, wrote these 
words. Christ had come and gone 
rom the earth. God in the flesh 
had come to earth to dwell with 
man, and only a few would open 
their hearts to Him and be saved. 
Many generations have passed on 
since the days when this good man 
wrote about the unhappy world of 
sin he saw all about him. And to- 
day we find ourselves in a world 
about as sinful and as unhappy: as 
that which grieved the hearts of 


the early Christians. Yet, some 
better. The storms of history have 
not wiped out the Christian 


churches here and there over the 


earth. The Bible has triumphed | 


over all the infidels and all the 
attacks ever made upon it. Christ 
today is at least acknowledged and 
worshipped by faithful people 
whose numbers have grown hete 
and there over the world. We have 
come a long way, but we have a 


very long way yet to go. We 
ynust always remember that this 
is God’s world, not ours, and not 
the Devil’s. There is certainly 
much spiritual darkness brooding 
heavily over the world; some call 


it a sort of eclipse of faith for a 
time. But just as the sun itself is 
ynore durable than the clouds that 
hide it, so is God’s kingdom eter- 
nal and lasting. The shadows will 
fade away some day; God will win 
the final victory; let us be sure of 
that. 


Cyprian said that the Christians 
had learned a great secret. Jesus 
had already said that the poor in 
Spirit should inherit the kingdom, 
and that the pure in heart should 
stand before God and see Him 


face to face. Paul had written that. 


faith enshrined in a man’s heart 
would empower him to overcome 
the world. The desperate need of 
men today is to know God, and to 
know the Son of God, that they 
might follow Him in the way of 
life. In the fullness of time God 
sent forth His Son to conquer a 
world, and armed Him with a 
cross. But that cross today shines 
as the last hope of a world of men 
and women who have tried every- 
thing under the sun for salvation 
except the living God, who alone” 
as able to save. Oh, you wise men, 
you statesmen, you diplomats, you 
ambassadors at world peace 
courts, why don’t you pray? Have 
you forgotten God? Haven't you 
been catering to men’s greedy, 
hearts long enough? With all your 
armies, your guns, your bombs and 
battleships, here is an instrument 
of conquest you have overlooked— 
the cross. You passed it by, be- 
cause it seemed foolish to you. But 
some day the cross will silence 
your guns and load your ships with 
missions of mercy and love. Some 
day the cross will be the reigning 
power over an eternal world em- 
pire. " 

It has been truly said that this 
is a day of “Gimmie” and “Get.” 

Greedy hands, 


things of» the 
hearts, seeking, but not after the 
Bread of Life and the Pearl of 
Great Price. Will we ever learn 
that a man’s life does not consist 
of the things that he possesseth? 
Will we ever learn that the king- 
com of God is not meat and drink 
and pleasure, but righteousness 
and peace and joy in the gentle 
spirit of a Lord who comes to 
dwell in a clean heart? 

This ever- “present philosophy of 
“orab and get” is like it was ‘in. 
the days when our Master walked 
among men, when He stood in the 
temple and looked round about on, 
all things, when He saw _ them’ 
buying, selling, cheating, lying, to} 
make money. Men do those things 
today, and they grieve the heart 


forever stretched. 
out to get, take, seize, grab, hold 
Covetous eyes, filled always with| 
world. Restless 


of a God who cannot accept wor- 
ship of mammon. The world is 
older, but the heart of man is the 
same—always set to do evil, al- 
ways doing evil until a Man with 
a Cross stands before our eyes, 
and we look up to Him and see 
through the eyes of faith God's 
love and mercy ready to reach out 
and save us in spite of our mortal 
selves. 

If God's work is to be built up in 
these coming days and years, 
Christians are going to have to 
build it. For they are God’s people, 
and He uses men and women sur- 
rendered to His will to build up 
His cause on earth. For such a 
time as this, God’s righteous rem- 
nant of faithful people are here. 
For such a time as this, churches 
call to worship every Sunday; 
preachers sound the clear notes of 
Truth that brings life and free- 
dom; teachers teach the Word; 
witnesses go about telling others 
about their Lord and His way of 
life. With God holding the balance 
of power, and with Christ as the 
Captain of the Lord’s hosts of 
conquerors, and with the eternal 


Spirit of God dwelling in the 
hearts of the faithful, and with 
open Bibles holding forth the 


Word of Life, need we say the vic- 
tory cannot be won? The power of 
God and the power of God’s people, 
working together, can save multi- 
tudes. 

The victory begins in the soul 
and heart of each individual. Then 
it spreads into churches, then out 
into wider areas, on and on, across 
nations and across the seas. As the 
Sword of the Spirit goes forth in 
power, the souls of men will yield 
in willing surrender. 

“It is better to trust in the Lord, 
than to put confidence in man.” 
The psalmist knew. Why- can’t we 
take our God at His word? Has 
He ever failed us? Is His heart 
ever faint? Is His arm weary? Is 
He unwilling to bless and to for- 
give our sins? Has He abandoned 
His throne? If so, seek another 
God, but if our Lord be infinite, 
all-powerful, and faithful and true, 
why do we rake the earth to find 
another foundation, when this one 
is strong enough to bear up and 
hold the weight of all mankind’s 
need forever? 

“The fear 
snare, 


of man bringeth a 
but whosoever putteth his 


THE 


EDITOR’S 
by John R. Rice 


Notes 


These notes are dictated on the 
Pennsylvania train, returning to 
Chicago and to Wheaton, from an 
engagement at Central Manor 
Camp, Mountville, Pennsylvania. 


“I Left Jesus Come Into My 
Heart Last Night!” 

I had preached the night before 
with a deep burden, and was dis- 
appointed that no one claimed 
Christ as Saviour. Now, the morn- 
ing after, as I left breakfast, a lit- 
tle girl ten years old ran across 
to me calling my name. Then she 
said, “Brother Rice, I left Jesus 
come into my heart!” After the 
sermon she had gone to the tent 
and there, talking with her moth- 
er, she had trusted Christ as her 
Saviour. Now she wanted to let 
me know, 

The preceding day I had spoken 
to this little girl as she and her 
mother came by the preachers’ 
cottage going to the well for wa- 
ter. But then she had been shy 
and unwilling, had hidden behind 
her mother, said she was not 
ready. In her presence, Brother 
Andrew Telford and I had talked 
about how young our children had 
been when saved, about what it 
takes to be saved, etc. Then she 
heard my evening sermon on 
“What Will Happen When 
Comes?” and going back to the 
tent under conviction, she had 
there trusted Christ as her Sav- 
iour. And the next morning she 
wanted to tell me about it, and her 
face was glowing with happiness. 
It was a great comfort to me to 
know that my labor was not in 
vain. 


She Wanted to Learn How 
to Pray! 


The above incident brought to 
my mind another incident that 
occurred the last week in July, I 
believe. Then, too, I had been feel- 
ing deeply burdened because I 
was tied down so much of the time 
to office work, and my heart was 
burning to see people saved. So 


-the Lord brought about an inci- 


dent to encourage my heart. 

A young woman in Chicago 
called my office at Wheaton, 25 
miles away, asking if she could 
come to see me. My secretary told 
her that certainly I would be glad 
to see her. 

She said, “But this is not on 
business; it is personal.’’ On being 
reassured, she said that she could 
only come after she left work at 
5:00, and she was told that I would 


Jesus‘ 


trust in God shall be safe.” Let 
every Christian know then, that he 
is a part and parcel of God's in- 
finite plan. Life then is not a gam- 
ble, but a date with eternity, and 
God himself is the timekeeper. The 
God of Creation is able to keep 
His own. 
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be in the office till after 6:00 to 
see her. 

So she came to see me, a young 
business woman in her early thir- 
ties. She told me, “A friend and I 
have been earnestly praying, and 
we do not seem to get anywhere. 
There is something wrong with 
my praying and I do not know 
what it is. I bought your book on 
prayer, and have read it, but I 
decided to come and see you per- 
sonally and ask you to help me 
learn to pray right,” she said. 

I said, “Well, so I can know 
more about what may be in the 
way, will you tell me about your- 
self. Where do you go to church? 
What is your religious’ back- 
ground?” 

She replied, “My friend and I 
are Catholics. She is a much bet- 
ter Catholic than I am, but I go 
with her to novenas, and I try 
to be a good Catholic.” 


I said, ‘‘Do you remember that 


Jesus said we should pray saying, | 


‘Our Father which art in hea- 
ven'?” 
“Oh, yes,” she answered. “I say | 


that prayer several times a day. 

I assured her that did not solve | 
the problem. The important thing | 
was really to be a child of God; 


"| 


that no one had a right to call) 


God “Father” 
again. But she had never heard 
about being born again. So I took 
the third chapter of John and 
went through it carefully show- 
ing that one needed to be born 
again, and that saving’faith was 
not a continual feeling of confid- 
ence, but a once-for-all committal, 
like depositing your money in the) 
bank, or like a girl saying, “I do” 
at the wedding ceremony 
meaning it for a lifetime. 


until he was born) 


a 


for. Then the hour was spent in 
prayer. 

Mrs. Rice and I came to pray 
between 4 and 5 a.m., and stayed 
on longer. The Lord was very 
sweetly near to us. We were more 
burdened about the great expan. 
sion plans for THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp, particularly the effort to 
get 200,000 paid subscribers en- 
rolled by September 28, 1954. We 
prayed that God would make the 
books a blessing and save many 
souls, that He would particularly 
give wisdom in editing THE Sworp 
OF THE LorD. We prayed about 
our heavy Building Fund need, 
and for our Free Literature Fund, 
We prayed for wisdom for the 
workers and we prayed that God 
would give us some new workers 
greatly needed. Will you who read 
take an hour aside to pray for 
our burdens, too, as God lays it 
on your heart? 


A Way Into Full-Time, 
Life-Time Ministry 

In America thousands of people 
surrender to “full-time service’’ 
as preachers or missionaries or 
other Gospel workers, but never 
get into the work. Many people 
fail God because they are not will- 
ing to do any kind of full-time. 
life-time Christian service except 
work from the platform in public 
meetings. 

But the Sword of the Lord needs 
a number of consecrated, surren- 
dered workers for permanent part- 
ners and workers in getting out 
the Gospel through the Sword of 
the Lord offices. It may be that 
God called you and you surrender- 
‘ed. You theught it was to the 


and | mission field, or to the pulpit min- 


istry, but someway God has not 


It was a wonderful thing to see | opened Ur Goor. It may be that 


truth. And when she saw it, 


I that will make you acceptable for 


| 

asked her if she was ready to| Work withthe Sword of the Lord. 
pray and to ask Jesus Christ to | I you lay your life.on the alfar 
come into her heart, and to help | Just like a missionary who goes 


her trust Him, once and forever, 
to save her soul. 


She was ready, | 


_to Africa, or like a full-time min- 
ister of the Gospel, we would con- 


though modestly she wanted to | Sider using you here. 


pray silently. And then she sol- | 


emnly took my hand as a token. 
that she would then and there 
take Christ as her own Saviour 
and depend upon Him for for- 
giveness and salvation. 

Then she said with trembling 
voice, “Oh, I am so glad I came 
to see you! This is what I wanted, 
though I didn’t know it!” 

Then she drew from her purse 
an envelope which she had ad- 
dressed to me before leaving Chi- 
cago, and-in it was a ten dollar 
bill. I told her that I would rather 
that she did not bring an offering 
this time, for I did not want it 
to be mixed up in her mind with 
the simplicity of salvation. But 
she told me that she had learned 
from my book on prayer that to 
be covetous, or to withhold the 
tithe might grieve God and hinder 
prayer and so she had already 
promised God she would give a 
tithe, and brought this ten dollar 
bill as the first gift of the kind! 

Meantime, my _ secretary had 
phoned Mrs. Rice, and so we took 
this young Christian home to din- 
ner where she met Mrs. Rice and 
my daughters, where the fellow- 
ship was wonderfully sweet. 

But no one knows what a ioy 
and comfort the incident was to 
my heart. It seemed as if God 
was saying to me, “My child, do 
not be afraid. Go ahead and do 
what I have told you to do in 
getting out THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp and Christian books. And I 
will see that souls are saved, and 
that your labor is not in vain!”’ 


A Blessed Night of Prayer 


This is written Thursday, Sep- 
tember 3. We have just had a 
blessed night of prayer here at 
the Sword of the Lord offices. 
We planned it Tuesday morning. 
Then Wednesday afternoon we 
met from 5:00 to 6:00 in a united 
prayer meeting, in the Sword of- 
fices. It was a happy time of set- 


| ting out the things we needed to 


ask from God, praising Him, and 
planning the meeting. Then from 
6 p.m. right on until 8 a.m. this 
morning we had groups of people /|$ 
in prayer, all the evening and 
night and early morning. There 
was no preaching, no talks or 
testimonies. Every hour when new 
people came to the place of prayer 
they would read some Scripture 
promises which they would agree 
to claim, and would look over the 
prayer requests and agree togeth- 
er about what they should pray 


<p eg we 


We need good typists, we need 
several secretaries. We need an 


|advertising salesman, a wholesale 


book salesman. However, 
standards are very high ‘both 
Christian life and service. If you 
have training or experience or 
both that fits you for these jobs, 
and if you really want to get into 
full-time, life-time service for the 
Lord Jesus Christ in some great 
soul-winning mission work, please 
write us for application blank. 
Address John R. Rice, Sword of 
the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, 
Illinois. 


Regularity Does It! 

We cannot carry on a campaign 
for the Sword Building Fund all 
the time. There are too many 
great things to publish, too many 
things to emphasize, to fill the 
pages of THE SworpD with promo- 
tion for building. Soon we hope 
to be able to make definite an- 
nouncements about building site, 
plans for the big permanent build- 
ing, etc. We are working on that 
regularly. 

However, hundreds of people 
gladden our hearts by regular 
monthly gifts to the Sword Build- 
ing Fund. We still have more than 
$20,000 to pay on the Singspira- 
tion building. We will soon have 
to pay a large lump sum for 
ground for the large new building 
that we plan for. So we hope that 
thousands of friends will prayer- 
fully consider sending monthly of- 
ferings to the building fund, as 
God leads them. 

Why not simply write for a cal- 
endar pack of building fund offer- 
ing envelopes? You can set the 
pack up as a nice calendar on 
your desk or mantel and then at 
the end of each month, when you 
take out the month’s calendar 
which has expired, you will find 
it is a self-addressed mailing en- 
velope for your monthly offering. 
Simply write to Dr. D. A. McCall, 
Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, Illi- 
nois, and say, “Please send me 
free calendar pack of colored en- 
wepper. I will undertake to send 
monthly.” Receipts will 
be sent promptly. Of course the 
agreement can be cancelled at any 
time you wish. But regularity is 
the way to get it done. Do not 
wait for high pressure, but help 
us do, each month, the thing that 
God wants us to do. The greatly- 
enlarged circulation which we an- 
ticipate will make the building 
problem acute before long. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Three 


TAKE YOUR PICK 


gan 


Tennessee 


September 28 at Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 
September 30 at Emmanuel Baptist Church, Pontiac, Michi- 


October 2 at Highland Park Baptist Church, Chattanooga, 


By the Editor 


In my father’s home when I was 
& boy in the cattle country of 
West Texas, each of us eight 
children looked forward to his or 
her 15th birthday. For on his 15th 
birthday, every boy got a good 
colt, so he would have his own per- 
sonal saddle horse, and every girl, 
on her 15th birthday, got a nice 
heifer calf. Then by the time she 
Was ready to marry, she would 
have several cows. 

In my own home we had the 
custom that when one of our six 
girls graduated from high school 
she would get a wrist watch. 

You see, birthdays are very im- 
portant to teen-agers. 

Well, THE SworpD oF 
js a husky 19-year-old lad, and 
while he is not yet old enough 
to vote, he is old enough to enjoy 
his birthdays. Therefore we are 
having three giant birthday rallies 
for THE SworpD OF THE LorD this 
year. THE SWORD OF THE LORD was 
founded 19 years ago, September 
28, 1934. 

Our 19th anniversary rallies will 
be held as follows: 

1. All day Monday, September 
28, at famous Moody Memorial 
Church, 1600 North LaSalle Street, 
Chicago. Morning service begin- 
ning at 9:30 in Sankey Auditori- 
um. Speakers, Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., 
Dr. Lee Roberson. 

Afternoon service at 2:00 p.m. 
in main auditorium. Dr. Lee Rob- 
erson, “How to Build a Large 
Soul-Winning Sunday School; 
Practical Helps in Organization, 
Visitation, and Soul Winning.” 

3:00 p.m., Dr. John R. Rice, 
‘How You May Be a Successful 
soul Winner.” 

Banquet, 6:00 p.m., Torrey Hall 
(same building). 

7:15 p.m. in the main auditori- 
um, great music; speakers, Dr. 
John R. Rice, ‘““The Revival Ameri- 
ca Needs and How to Get It,” and 
closing message by Dr. Bob Jones, 
Sr. 

2. Wednesday, September 30, at 
Emmanuel Baptist Church, Tele- 
graph at Orchard Lake Avenue, 
Pontiac, Dr. Tom Malone, pastor. 
Similar great program, services at 
10 a.m., 2 p.m., banquet at 6 p.m. 
Speakers, Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., Dr. 
D. A. (Scotchie) McCall, Dr. John 
R. Rice. Wonderful music, preach- 
ers from far and near. A one-day 
revival rally. 

3. All day Friday, October 2, at 
Highland Baptist Church, Chatta- 
nooga, Tennessee, Dr. Lee Rober- 
son, pastor. At 10 a.m. hear Dr. 
Bob Jones, Sr., John R. Rice. At 
2 p.m. hear Dr. Lee Roberson and 
John R. Rice. At 6 p.m., banquet. 
7:15 p.m. service, Dr. Bob Jones 
and Dr. John R. Rice. Visit this, 
one of the greatest soul-winning 
churches in the world! 


Take Your Choice! 


Most readers cannot attend 
more than one of these great an- 


THE LORD 


niversary revival rallies. Take 
your pick. 
Many will want to come to 


Chicago for the Moody Church 
Rally. See this great cathedral of 
Christian churches seating 4,040, 
the organization founded by D. L. 
Moody himself. While in Chicago, 
visit Moody Bible Institute, famous 
Pacific Garden Mission, see world 
famous museums and art institute. 
Visit the Sword of the Lord, 25 
miles away, at Wheaton. See the 
editor’s family, see most of the 
Sword of the Lord workers, hear 
Rice sisters’ duet. Be thrilled by 
messages of Dr. Lee Roberson, Dr. 
Bob Jones (and this editor will try 
to be a blessing also). Evangelist 
Bill. Rice will be toastmaster at 
the banquet, Dr. D. A. McCall 
active in the services. 

The banguet at Moody Church 
will cost $2.25 per plate, if tickets 
are bought on Monday; only $2.00 
a plate if bought in advance. 

ALL WHO CAN SHOULD AT- 
TEND THIS GIANT RALLY AT 
FAMOUS MOODY MEMORIAL 


CHURCH AT CHICAGO, MON- 
DAY, SEPTEMBER 28. 1953. 


For a great many in the Detroit- 
Pontiac-Toledo-Grand Rapids-area, 
it will be most convenient to at- 
tend the big Sword rally at Em- 
manuel Baptist Church, on Wed- 
nesday, September 30. The big 
new auditorium will be ready by 
that time. Ladies of the church 
will serve the banquet supper at 
6. p.m. for only $1.00 a plate! The 
new auditorium, the hospitality of 
this great church and pastor, Dr. 
Tom Malone; the program, the 
fellowship of preachers from 100 
miles around, will make a glorious 
day when God puts His anointing 
upon it all. Come! 


Or you may come to famous 
Highland Park Baptist Church for 
all day Friday, October 2. The 
first service starts at 10 a.m. Some 
700 students and the faculty of the 
Tennessee Temple Schools will be 
in the service, and preachers and 
Christian workers from many 
states will attend. Chattanooga is 
a tourist center with many battle 
fields, with Lookout Mountain and 
Rock City; but the greatest spec- 
tacle will be this tremendous soul- 
winning church which wins and 
baptizes over 1,000 new converts 
every year. Hear Drs. Bob Jones, 
Lee Roberson, John R. Rice, D. A. 
McCall, and others. Thrilling 
music. See the Tennessee Temple 
Schools in action. 

Total seating capacity of the 
three great churches is approxi- 
mately 8,340. Let’s fill them all up! 


Special Gifts for Preachers! 


Every ordained pastor attending 
the Moody Church rally on Mon- 
day will receive absolutely free 
Editor John R. Rice’s new book, 
A Know-So Salvation. 

A $50 library of best Christian 
books will be given free to the 
church or group whose delegation 
travels the greatest total milage to 
the conference. 

At Pontiac, at Emmanuel Bap- 
tist Church on Wednesday, Sep- 
tember 30, every ordained and ac- 
tive preacher or evangelist or mis- 
sionary present will receive the 
big book, Bob Jones’ Retival Ser- 
mons, a library volume, great mes- 
Sages as used in city-wide cam- 
paign in Chicago. 

At Chattanooga, Highland Park 
Baptist Church, Friday, October 
2, every ordained and active pas- 
tor, evangelist, and missionary 
present will receive a copy of a 
brand new book, It’s Dynamite, 12 
tremendous sermons by Dr. Lee 
Roberson. 


Those Big Banquets 


At each of the anniversary ral- 
lies, we have planned a great hap- 
py banquet. In the Bible Jesus 
often ate special meals as a guest, 
and there will be, we are told, a 
“great supper” in the Heaven to 
which all are invited. It is proper 
and. normal and happy for Chris- 
tians to get together to eat good 
food, to rejoice, to have fellow- 
ship, to talk of spiritual things. 

For the Moody Church banquet 
it is very important that we have 
the reservations ahead of time. 
Tickets bought ahead of time cost 
$2. 00 each. Those bought on Mon- 
day at the rally will cost $2.25. 
Pastors or other workers who 
bring along five other people may 
have their own banquet ticket 
free: that is, they may buy six 
banquet tickets for the price of 
five. 

Better write at once to the Sword 
of the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois for 
banquet tickets for the Moody 
Church rally. 

At Emmanuel Baptist Church, 
Pontiac, the banquet tickets will 
cost only $1 because of the won- 
derfully cooperative work of the 
good women of the church. But 
you had better reserve your seat. 
Write to Dr. Tom Malone, 1042 
Dover Rd., Pontiac, Michigan, and 
say, “Please reserve seats to 


Its Origin, Its Languagé, Its Translation, Its Canon, Its Sym- 
bols, Its Inspiration, Its Alleged Errors and Contradictions, 
Its Plan, Its Science, Its Rivals 


Difficulties About the Bible 
Answered 


By Sidney Collett 


Noah’s Imprecation 

3ut now let us ask, why do not 
the critics, who seem to stumble 
so much over these so-called im- 
precatory psalms, go a little farth- 
er afield? Let me introduce them 
to Noah's “imprecation” over his 
grandson Canaan in connection 
with his own (Noah’s) drunken- 
ness: “. . . Cursed be Canaan; a 
servant of servants shall he be un- 
to his brethren”: while Shem and 
Japheth were blessed for the part 
they took in covering their fath- 
er’s nakedness (Gen. 9:25-27). 

Now, but for the light that his- 
tory has thrown ‘upon these words 
of Noah, they might well have 
been regarded as the mere angry 
outburst of an indignant father. 
But history shows, beyond all 
questioning, that, however much 
of the human element we may 
think we see in this story about 
Noah and his sons, it is impossible 
to deny that it embodies one of 
the most remarkable prophecies 
in the whole Bible, being a mar- 
vellously accurate forecast of the 
three great races of the earth as 
we see them today—descendants 
of those very sons of Noah by 
whom the whole earth was over- 
spread (Gen. 9:9), and by whom 
the nations of the earth were di- 
vided (Gen. 10:32). 

Shem was blessed, but was to 
dwell in tents. Shem’s descendants 
went toward the south and east, 
and form part of the Asiatics— 
including the Jew, who are bless- 
ed indeed, yet they are wanderers 
today. 

Japheth was to*be enlarged. His 
descendants journeyed toward the 
north and west, and are the Euro- 
peans, the great colonisers of the 
world, always enlarging. 

While Ham, in the person of his 
son Canaan, was cursed, and was 
to be a servant of servants. Now 
Ham ’s descendants, some of whom 
fmigrated toward the south and 
west, are amongst other races the 
Africans—the Negro, the Ethio- 
pian—literally the “servant of 
servants today,” although Noah’s 
words concerning them were ut- 
tered more than four thousand 
years ago, 

But more remarkable still is the 
fact that this prophecy lies hidden 
in the very names of Noah’s three 
sons. See Rotherham’s Hmpha- 
sized Bible. Shem means “cele- 
brity,’”’ evidently relating to the 
renown of the Jews; Ham means 
“swarthy,” the exact word we 
now use in describing his descend- 
ants—viz. “swarthy Ethiopian.” 
While Japheth means “extension’”’: 


the banquet at 6 p.m., September 
30, for me.” And give your full 
name and address very carefully. 

The big banquet at Chattanooga, 
Friday, October 2, will be handled 
by the Tennessee Temple Schools. 
The banquet price will be $1.75 a 
plate (slightly more if we have to 
change facilities from those plan- 
ned). It wil be a wonderful dinner. 
Please write Tennessee Temple 
Schools, Orchard Knob and Union 
Avenue, Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
and make reservation. Say, ““Please 
save me seats at the ban- 
quet at 6 p.m., October 2.” 

Meet us of the Sword of the 


Lord at one of the giant rallies 
.celebrating the 19th anniversary. 


(In this wonderful book, ALL ABOUT- THE BIBLE, which we 
have been running serially, the author has been answering the critics 
of the inspiration of the Bible. His defense of the Bible account of 
Jonah and the whale, and of the so-called Imprecatory Psalm should 
be saved and mastered. Now Sidney Collett continues in Chapter 7.) | 


' 


| 


the constant extension or coloni-| 
sation of the Japhetic or Euro- 
pean races being the most strik- 


ing feature of their policy today! 
So that not only was Noah in- 
spired to utter his supposed im- 


precation, but he must also have g 
been inspired in the very naming f[ 


of his sons. 


Another similar case that might 
be mentioned is Sarah’s attitude f 
towards Hagar and Ishmael (Gen. 
21:10): “Cast out this bondwoman 
and her son fsaid she to Abra- 
ham], for the son of this bond- 
woman shall not be heir with my 


2 


son. 
How easy would it be for an 
uninstructed mind to see in this 


language mere jealous passion on 
the part of Sarah, especially as} 
Abraham himself appears not to 
have fully understood the sym- 
bolic meaning of the act (Gen. 
21:11). But God signified His ap- 
proval of it in a most striking 
way—viz. by telling Abraham that 
in this matter he was to obev 
Sarah his wife (Gen. 21:12), a 
most unusual thing in Scripture. 
While in Galatians 4, the doctrine 
of grace is argued at length from 
that very circumstance; and in the 
thirtieth verse of that chapter 


Sarah’s words are actually called} 
“What saith the 


“the Scripture”: 
Scripture? Cast out the 
woman and her son, for 
of the 
heir with the son of the free wo- 


? 


man. 
One would venture to hope that 


bond- 


even the critics would be forced}. 


to acknowledge that nothing short 


of verbal inspiration could possi- }. 


bly account for that, 


Apparent Contradictions 


“The Bible is full of mistakes 
and contradictions!” These were 
the words of a tall, handsome 
medical officer some few years 
ago in the saloon of a passenger 
steamer as we were gliding siJjent- 
ly through the beautiful waters of 
the Mediterranean, returning 
home from a voyage to the East. 
I asked him, as there were so 
many mistakes in the Bible, would 
he kindly show me a few of them? 
But the only reply I could get 
from him was, “It’s full of them 
it’s full of them.” I then placed 
my open Bible in front of him, 
and, in presence of another pas- 
senger, said, “If you can show me 
one mistake or contradition in 
that Book, I will give up the whole 
thing.”’ Of course, as in nearly all 
such cases, he knew absolutely 
nothing of the Bible itself, but had 
been reading what German critics 
had said ‘about it; and so his 
knowledge of what the Bible was: 
supposed to contain was _ ail 
second-hand! He neither knew its 


_- 


supposed errors, 


niable that 


> 
; 


the son |, 
bondwoman shall not be} 


nor its precious 
truths. 

At the same time it is unde- 
there are some pas- 
sages which, when compared with 
corresponding passages, do appear 
at first sight to be contradictory: 
but it may be safely said that ia 
all such cases the difficulty may 
be traced to one of two causes; 
viz.— 

1. Either the passages in ques- 
tion have not been studied with 
the individual and personal care 
and prayer which this Book de- 
mands. This carelessness lies at 
the root of nearly all the supposed 
difficulties that we hear about. 
Or,- 

2. As it does happen in a few 
of the more striking cases, a mis- 
take has been made by an early 
copyist in writing out the ancient 

(Continued on page 4) 


LITTLE BOOKS | 
ON BIG SUBJECTS { 


Here is a new series of books on vital f 
subjects for alert Christians. These 
books are the result of years of study 


and research, each book is fully doewu- 
mented. Pocket size, written in popular 
style, attractavely desiened and printed. 


By CHESTER E, TULGA, D.D. 


The Case Against the National Council 
of Churches 

The Case Against Modernism : 

The Case Against the World Council of 
Churches : 

The Case Against the Social Gospel 

The Case Against Communism | 

The Case Against Modernism in Foreign : 
Missions 

The Case Against Neo-Orthodoxy | 

The Case Against Modernism in Evangel- 
ism 


—— 
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The Case For the Virgin Birth of Christ 
The Case For Divine Revelation 

The Case For the Atonement 

The Case For the Resurrection of Christ 
The Case For the Second Coming of Christ 


Tracts For The Times 
Biblical © Comprehensive 
Decisive 
* The Doctrine of Holiness in 

These Times 


* The Doctrine of Separation 
in These Times 


== 


* The Independence of _ the 


Local Church 

4 Well Documented *® 64 pages 
Each book 25c 

Order from your dealer, or direct 


CONSERVATIVE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP 
2561 WN. Clark Street, Chicago 14, Illinois 


Read Sermons By 


Pastor oe F, Rockwood 
er a= as preached 

= on  coast-to- 
coast net- 
work in USA 
and Canada. 


—, 


Already doz- 
ens have 
been saved 
through 
them. 


ay) 
BIBLICAL 
® The Power of the Blood 
4 sermons on The _ Blood 
Line. 15e 


© Jesus Is Coming 
4 sermons on 
hope. 
buted. 
© After Death—What? 
2 messages that really an- 
swer your questions. 20¢ 


© The Life That Counts 
4 messages that will bring 
decisions for Christ and help 
new converts. 15e 


4 FOR 


the blessed 
Already widely distri- 
15e 


50c 


write for Radio Log 


Hear Mr. Rockwood personally |! 
every Sunday. Pray—Give 
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City-wide campaign in Spokane, Washington, Evangelist Hyman 
Appelman. 


All About the Bible : 


(Continued from page 3) 
documents now in our possession. 
One instance of this has already 
been given (see page 15), which 
will suffice. 

We now select a few of supposed 
contradiction as specimens; viz.— 


David Numbering the People 


(II. Sam. 24:9 and I Chron. 21:5). 
Chronicles giving the numbers 
as 
Israel 
Judah 


1,100,000 
470,000 


1,570,000 
While Samuel gives 
Israel 800,000 
Judah 500,000 


1,300,000 


Or, a difference of 270,000 
Now, although these figures ap- 
pear to be contradictory, yet, if 
the verses are carefully read, it 
will be seen that the numbers 
given refer to different classes of 
men, Which are specified with 
great distinction. 

Thus, as to Israel, Chronicles 
gives us the total number by Say- 
ing that “all Israel were 1,100,- 
000”; while Samuel selects only 
the warriors, and states. that 
“there were in Israel 800,000 va- 
liant men,” clearly implying that 
there were others in Israel who 
were not valiant. Of these it is 
evident from the two accounts 
that there were 300,000, which, 
added to the 800,000 mentioned by 
Samuel, make up the total of 
1,100,000 as given in Chronicles. 

So in regard to Judah, Samuel 
gives the total by stating that “all 
the men of Judah were 500,000”; 
while Chronicles merely mentions 
“the men that drew the sword” 
as being 470,000, implying that 
there were others who did not 
draw the sword, or, as we should 
say, were non-combatants. And 
here again, by comparing the two 
accounts, we learn that the non- 
combatants numbered 30,000, 
which, added to the 470,000 fight- 
ing men “that drew the sword’ 
spoken of in Chronicles, consti- 
tuted all the 500,000 men of Ju- 
dah mentioned in Samuel. 


Stephen’s Mistake 
(so called) 


This is in connection with Abra- 
ham’s sepulchre. And here, again, 
it will be seen that all the trou- 
ble rises from comparing two pas- 
sages which do not refer to the 
same thing. 

Genesis 23:17 states that Abra- 
ham bought “the field of Ephron, 
which was in Machpelah, which 
was before Mamre, the field and 
the cave which was therein,” etc.; 
while in Acts 7:16 Stephen spoke 
of “the sepulchre that Abraham 
bought for a sum of money of the 
sons of Emmor of Sychem.” 

An eminent doctor of divinity, 
writing in a weekly paper some 
years ago upon this subject, while 
trying to prove that the Bible was 
not verbally inspired, actually 
committed himself to the follow- 
ing. statement: “According to 
Luke's report Stephen says Abra- 
ham bought the sepulchre of the 
sons of Hamor in Shechem (Acts 
7:16); but Gen. 23:17 and 18 says 
Abraham bought it of Ephron the 
Hittite, and Gen. 33:19 says Jacob 
bought it of the sons of Hamor.” 
Then he added: “John Calvin says 


Stephen evidently made a mistake. 
Dr. Hackett admits that Stephen 
appears to have confounded the 
two transactions ... but what do 
those say about it . . . who main- 
tain the absolute inerrancy of the 
Bible?” 

Now this was a very fair chal- 
lenge, and as I had been uphold- 
ing through the medium of that 
Same paper the absolute inerrancy 


of the Bible, I wrote a reply, and | ¢ 014 and Abraham's second sepul- 


this instance being typical of 
what the critics call the contra- 
dictions or mistakes of Scripture, 
I give the following extract of the 
reply I made: 

“The doctor's letter exposes not 
a mistake or contradiction in the 
Scriptures, but a most flagrant 
error on the part of the doctor 
himself. 

“He assumes that the three pas- 
sages he quotes refer to one and 
the same transaction, and because 
the accounts differ from one an- 
other he concludes that they can- 
not all be correct; whereas by 
carefully reading the verses named 
(together with one other in Josh- 
ua which he has not quoted), it 
will be readily seen that three 
distinct transactions are alluded 
to. 

“IT will take them in the order 
in which he gives them. 

“Stephen, in his address, says 
that Abraham bought a sepulchre 
of the sons of Emmor of Sychem 
(Acts 7:16), and I challenge Dr. 
—to find a single word in the 
saered records which contradicts 
that statement. 

“But when the doctor states 
that Genesis 23:17, 18, says Abra- 
ham bought it of Ephron the Hit- 
tite, he makes a sad mistake, and 
wants to make the Bible say what 
it does not. 

‘The true explanation is simple 
in the extreme—viz. that, if we 
are to believe God’s word, Abra- 
ham bought two sepulchres,—one 
referred to in Genesis 23, purchas- 
ed from Ephron the Hittite, in 
Which he buried Sarah, his wife 
(vs. 19)—this transaction is not 
mentioned in Acts 7:16, nor is it 
referred to at all by Stephen; and 
the other, which Stephen does 
speak of, in which Jacob’s sons 
were buried (Acts 7:15, 16)—this 
transaction is not mentioned “in 
Genesis. This latter sepulchre was 
in Shechem, and what could be 
more natural than that Abraham 
should lay out some money in a 
place of such hallowed associa- 
tions? For, according to Genesis 
7:6, 7, it was here that the Lord 
appeared unto him, and that he 
built an altar. Why should it be 
assumed that a rich and great 
man like Abraham had only one 
sepulchre? The- very suggestion is 
absurd. A personal friend of mine 
once told me he had no less than 
three family vaults. 

“But* this is:not all. Dr. —, by 
misquoting the Scriptures, falls in- 
to another mistake. 

“He states that Genesis 33:19 
says Jacob bought it (i.e. the se- 
pulchre) of the sons of Hamor. 

“Now if he will read that pas- 
sage again he will find it says 
nothing of the kind. What it does 
say is that he (Jacob) bought a 
parcel of a field of the children of 
Hamor (no reference whatever be- 
ing made to a sepulchre), and 
Joshua 24:32 confirms this to the 
letter, where we read that ‘the 
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Dr. Elmer Piper Enters Pastorate | 


Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


SWORD EVANGELIST J. OS- 


Evangelist Elmer D. Piper, D.D.,,; CAR WELLS has just completed 


of Greenville, South Carolina, al- 
ter eight happy and fruitful years 
as an evangelist, has accepted the 
call of the First Baptist Church of 
Mt. Pleasant, North Carolina, as 
pastor. He will still carry on an 
evangelistic ministry with radio 
broadcasts and with a number of 
revival campaigns yearly. Friends 
will pray for this noble man of 
God. 


‘an outstanding revival campaign 
‘with the First Baptist Church of 
‘Hughes Springs, Texas. During 
| this twelve-day campaign, there 
'were 8&4 first-time conversions, 125 
| rededications. There were 28 fam- 
lilies who promised to begin daily 
‘devotions in the home, and there 
| were 7 who surrendered for full- 
‘time Christian service. According 
'to the pastor, J. W. Lasater, there 


bones of Joseph were buried in 
Shechem, in a parcel of ground 
which Jacob bought of the sons of 
Hamor.’ ”’ 

“So that; according to Genesis 
23:17, Abraham bought a cave, 
and. the field in which it stood. 

“According to Acts 7:15, 16, 
Abraham bought another sepul- 
chre; but it is not stated that he 
bought the field in which this se- 
pulchre stood. 

“According to Genesis 
Jacob, years afterwards, bought 
‘a parcel of field’ (or ‘a parcel 
of ground,’ Joshua 24:32), which 
in all probability was the very 


33:19, 


field in which Abraham’s second 


stood; for it appears that this 


chre formerly belonged to the 
Same owners. 
“These three statements are 


clear and definite, and do not in 


-any way clash with one another. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


} 


“Therefore, in answer to Dr. 

's question, I would humbly but 
emphatically state that if John 
Calvin, Dr. Hackett, or any one 
else said that Stephen made a mis- 
take, it is they who were wrong, 
and not Stephen, Luke, nor any 
other divinely inspired historian. 

“But, further, I would draw Dr. 

‘s attention to the impossibility 
of such a palpable mistake as he 
attributes to Stephen being allow- 
ed to pass unnoticed by his hear- 
ers. He was standing in the pres- 
ence of the Council, composed of 
men who were thirsting for his 
blood, and knew most of the Old 
Testament Scriptures by heart 
.even to the counting of the very 
letters), and would at once have 
detected the least slip in his 
words; but those Bible students 
could apparently detect no such 
error as Dr. — thinks he has dis- 
covered. It is, however, distinctly 
recorded in Acts 6:10 that, in 
Stephen's discussions with the peo- 
ple, ‘They were not able to resist 
the wisdom and the spirit by 
which he spake, ”’ 


Matthew’s Supposed Mistake 
(Chap. ‘27 :9) 

Here Matthew is charged with 
making a mistake by attributing 
to Jeremiah words that cannot be 
found in the whole prophecy of 
Jeremiah. ‘““Then was fulfilled that 
which was spoken by Jeremy the 
Prophet saying, And they took the 
thirty pieces of silver,” etc. 

Now we are told this prophecy 
is not to be found in Jeremiah’s 
writings, but in Zechariah 11:12, 
13, and that the name “Jeremiah” 
has crept in by mistake in place 
of “Zechariah.” 

On this subject Calvin is re- 
ported to have said: “How the 
name of Jeremiah crept in I con- 
fess I do not know, nor do I give 
myself much trouble to inquire. 

he passage itself plainly shows 
the name of Jeremiah has been 
put down by mistake instead of 
Zechariah, for in Jeremiah we find 
nothing of this sort, nor anything 
that even approaches it.” 

The Dean of Westminster in a 
lecture delivered in Westminster 
Abbey on December 17th, 1904, 
also quoted this passage to prove 
that the Gospel narratives are not 
necessarily “historical accounts of 
what actually occurred.” 


No less an authority, however, 
than Mrs. Lewis, of Cambridge, 
has pointed out that some of the 
earliest and best manuscripts omit 
the word “Jeremiah,” making the 
verse read “Then was fulfilled 
that which was spoken by the 
prophet”; so that the strong prob- 
ability is that the word “Jere- 
miah” was not written at all by 


Matthew, but has been inserted 
by an early copyist, and the 
change has been perpetuated to 
the present day. 

We cannot help feeling, there- 
fore, that it was neither wise nor 
right of one in the influential posi- 
tion occupied by the Dean of 
Westminster to quote this passage 
as an argument against the min- 
ute historical accuracy of certain 
parts of the Bible, when as an 
eminent scholar he should have 
known that there was, to say the 
least, an element of uncertainty 
as to the accuracy of our English 
version. 


But we may carry the matter 
further, for even if it could be 
proved from existing documents 
that the name was so written orig- 
inally, there would still be no inac- 


curacy, as St. Matthew does not 
say it was written by Jeremiah, 
but, “Then was fulfilled’ that 


which was spoken by the prophet 
Jeremiah.” And who dare say that 
Jeremiah did not speak it, if the 
Holy Ghost through St. Matthew 
said he did? It is not an uncom- 
mon thing for the inspired writers 
of the New Testament to give in 
writing for the first time verbal 
utterances of some of the Old 
Testament saints; for example, in 
Jude 14 we read that Enoch pro- 
phesied saying, ‘““The Lord cometh 
with ten thousands of His saints,”’ 
and yet there is no record in the 
whole of the Old Testament of this 
prophecy of Enoch’s; 
there is a very similar prophecy 
in Zechariah 14:5, which might 
easily be confounded with it. 
Again, in II Peter 2:8 we are told 
that Lots’ righteous soul was vex- 
ed from day to day with the un- 


Yet the detailed account given in 
Genesis 19 is not only quite silent 
on that point, but rather gives the 
other side of Lot’s character, 
which Peter omits. Will the critics 
tell us that Peter has therefore 
made a mistake? Surely the Holy 
Spirit is free to give a revelation 
for the first time in the New 
Testament concerning something 
which took place in Old Testa- 
ment days. 

And as to the suggestion that 
“Zechariah” should have _ been 
written instead of “Jeremiah,” it 
is true that there is a similar 
prophecy in Zechariah 11:12,13, 
but in this connection it is a re- 
markable fact that the Jews used 
to say, “The spirit of Jeremiah 
was upon Zechariah”; and seeing 
that Zechariah did actually recall 
some of Jeremiah’s prophecies 
(compare Zech. 1:4 with Jer. 16: 
11, etc.), many Bible students are 
not unnaturally of opinion that 
Zechariah in this case put in writ- 
ing that-which was before spoken 
by Jeremiah. 

It is also worthy of note that 
Zechariah, in chapter 7, verse 7, 
wrote these significant words, 
“Should ye not hear the words 
which the Lord hath cried by the 
former prophets?” as if his mis- 
sion—at least in part—was to re- 
call some of their sayings. 

Let me, however, draw the at- 
tention of the critics to the fact 
that the wording of Zechariah 11: 
12,13, though similar to that of 
Matthew 27:9, is not exactly the 
same; so that, if Matthew had told 
us that the prophecy he quoted 
was from Zechariah, we should 
have been immediately met with 
the objection that the evangelist 
had misquoted the prophet’s words 
and that here indeed was a mis- 
take. But, as it is, the very word 
in: the passage that men cavil at 

(Continued on page 7) 


although. 


lawful deeds of the Sodomites. | 


were more additions to the church 
during this revival campaign than 
any other in their history. The 
previous Sunday School ‘atten- 
dance record had been 378, but 
during the campaign the Sunday 
School shot up 542. 


* * * 


SWORD EVANGELIST DR. J. 
OSCAR WELLS was in the Eben- 
ezer Baptist Church of Hopkins- 
ville, Kentucky, July 20 through 
July 29. During the campaign 
there were 27 first-time decisions 
plus 3 more who joined the church 
by letter. There were 15 rededica- 
tions, and two families pledged to 
begin a family altar. This is the 
third time that Dr. Wells has been 
with the pastor, Rev. J. H. Lyon, 
although each time has been in a 
different church. It seems that one 
characteristic of the work of Dr. 
Wells is that pastors always want 
him back a second and third time. 

& * * 


SWORD EVANGELIST JIM- 
MIE THRELFALL conducted a 
revival campaign with the Second 
Baptist Church, Tupelo, Mississip- 
pi, July 26 through August 9. Dur- 
ing this blessed time of reviving 
there were 9 conversions and 13 
rededications. The average atten- 
dance was close to 400 nightly. 
There were a number of people 
saved for whom the church had 
been praying for a long time, and 
many problems of the church and 
individual homes were straight- 
ened out. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


rs Page Five 


Questions and A nswers 


By the Editor 


We believe SWORD OF THE LORD readers will be inter- 
ested in the editor’s answer to the following questions: 


1. How Was Jesus the Son of David? 


y B 


Times? 


Saved? 


5. 


Salvation? 
April 4, 1953 
Dear Mrs. McCarter: 
I was glad to have your letter 


in February. Please forgive my de- 
lay in answering your Bible ques- 
tion. I have been overwhelmed 
with duties. 


1. How Was Jesus the Son 
of David? 


You asked, “Since Joseph was a 
descendant of David and of Isaac, 
but he was not the father of Jesus, 
how is Jesus called a son of Davy- 
id? God is Jesus’ Father.” 

You are right that God is the 
Father of Jesus, and that Joseph 
is not the father of Jesus. How- 
ever, both Joseph and Mary were 
descended from David. The first 
chapter of Matthew gives the gen- 
ealogy of Joseph, as you Can see 
from Matthew 1:16, “And Jacob 
begat Joseph the husband of Mary, 
of whom was born Jesus, who is 
called Christ.’ That is the geneal- 
ogy of Joseph, the foster-father of 
Jesus, but not His real father. 

Now turn to Luke, chapter 3, 
verses 23-38 and you will find the 
genealogy of Mary. Trace it dowh 
and you will see that verse 23 
says, ‘“‘“And Jesus himself began to 
be about thirty years of age, be- 
in@ (as Was supposed) the son of 


Joseph, which was the son of 
Heli.” 
Notice in your Bible that the 


word the and son are in italics. 
They are not in the original Greek 
but are put in to clarify the mean- 
ing. Actually Joseph was of Heli, 
not son, “but~ son-in-law. ::In« the 
PSéotield Reference Bible the note 
‘on this passage is very informing 
‘and helpful: 


In Matthew, where unques- 
tionably we have the genealogy 


cia] of Joseph, we are told (1. 16) 
hat that Joseph was the son of Ja- 
nee cob. In what sense, then, could 
ea : 
liss he be called in Luke “the son ol 
y in Heli’? He could not be by na- 

tural generation the son both 
ual of Jacob and of Heli. But in 
ven" Luke it is not said that Heli be- 
for gat Joseph, so that the natural 

explanation is that Joseph was 

the son-in-law of Heli, who was, 
4 like himself, a descendant of 
- David. That he should in that 

case be called ‘son of Heli’ 


(“son” is not in the Greek, but 
ys | | : rightly supplied by the trans- 
lators) would be in accord with 
Jewish usage (cf. I Sam. 24. 16). 
The conclusion is therefore in- 
evitable that in Luke we have 
Mary’s genealogy; and Joseph 
was ‘“‘son of Heli’ because es- 
poused to Heli’s daughter. The 
genealogy in Luke is Mary’s, 
whose father, Heli, was descend- 
ed from David. 


Both Joseph and Mary were de- 
scended from David. Read the 
genealogy- in the first chapter of 
Matthew and you will see that 
Joseph was descended from David 
through his son Solomon. But 
‘Mary’s genealogy traces back to 
‘© David through his son Nathan. So 
officially through Joseph and lit- 
erally through Mary, Jesus was 
the son of David. Of course He 
was the Son of God, and had no 
human father. But through Mary 
He was literally descended from 
David and was of the tribe of 
Judah. 


2. Were Gentiles Saved in 
Old Testament Times? 


You say, “Before Jesus came in- 
to the world, was there any way 


Since the covenant was only be- 
tween God and Israel (the Jews). 


Were Gentiles Saved in Old Testament 
Could Judas and Pharaoh Have Been 
Is It Wrong to Sell Christian Books in a 


Church Building? 
Should the Editor Debate Bishop Sheen on 


at..all for Gentiles to be saved?’ 


A person told me that the Jews 
were saved anyway before Christ 
came because they were His cho- 
sen people. . .” 

But your friend told you wrong. 
In the first place, the plan of sal- 
vation was exactly the same in 
Old Testament times as it is now, 
Read Acts 10:43 carefully and you 
will see that it teaches that every 
prophet of God, in Old Testament 
times as well as now, taught sal- 
vation simply by faith in the Sav- 
iour. ‘““To him give all the prophets 
witness, that through his name 
whosoever believeth in him shall 
receive remission of sins.” 

If you will read Romans, chap- 
ter 4, verses 1-8, you will see that 
Abraham was justified by believe- 
ing in God, as people are saved 
today. Then you will find that 
David understood salvation by the 
imputed righteousness of Christ 
without works, that is, by being 
counted righteous because we trust 
in Christ. 

No one was ever saved by keep- 
ing the ceremonial law. No one 
was ever good enough to deserve 
salvation. The animal sacrifices 
had nothing in the world to do 
with salvation. Circumcision had 
nothing to do with salvation. 
These things were only object les- 
sons to illustrate a spiritual truth. 
One who put his trust in Jesus 
Christ or depended on God for 
forgiveness and mercy, whether he 
understood much. of it or not, was 
saved. One who did not put his 
trust in God, depend upon God to 
take care of his salvation by His 
own mercy, was not saved. 

Most Old Testament Christians 
knew that God would send a Sav- 
iour into the world, and they were 
saved looking forward to the Sav- 
iour’s coming, just as we are Sav- 
ed looking back to the Saviour’s 
work on the cross for us. 

Yes, we know that a good many 
Gentiles were saved in Old Testa- 
ment times. Read the book of Jon- 
ah and see how thousands of peo- 
ple from Nineveh were saved. 
There is much evidence that Ra- 
hab the harlot was saved (Joshua 
6; Heb. 11:31). Ruth the. Moabit- 
ess was certainly saved, as you 
will find from reading the book 
of Ruth. From the book of Daniel 
it seems clear that King Nebuc- 
hadnezzar was saved. And from 
II Kings 5 it appears that Naaman 
the Syrian was saved. 

Anybody who sought the Lord, 
honestly following what light he 
had, would have been given some 
way to know enough truth to be- 
lieve in God and trust Him for 
salvation. God never did send any- 
body to Hell who earnestly sought 
the Lord and wanted to do right 
and really followed what light he 
had. No one was ever deserving 
of salvation, but God’s mercy and 
the atoning blood of Jesus Christ 
has always been offered free to 
those who could come, in simple 
faith, repenting of their sins. 

If you could have my book on 
Twelves Tremendous Themes and 
read the chapter on ‘““‘The Double 
Theme of All the Prophets,” you 
would see how clear it is, that 
everybody in Old Testament and 
New Testament times were saved 
exactly alike. 


It is true, as we learn from 
Ephesians, chapter 2, that Gentiles 
in the Old Testament were “far 
off,” that is, that they generally 
did not hear the Gospel, just as 


many heathen people today do not | 


hear the Gospel. The death of 
Christ did break down the middle 


wall of partition between Jews'§ 


Jand Gentiles, as far as the cere- 


monial law is concerned; but still 
the only way to be saved now, as 


then, is to come personally to 
Jesus Christ and depend upon 
Him. 


3. Could Judas and Pharaoh 
Have been Saved? 


You asked, “When God raised 
up a person for a certain purpose, 
after they had fulfilled the pur- 
pose, could they have a chance of 
being saved? Could Judas? Phar- 
aoh?” 

That question is answered very 
clearly by several Scriptures. 

First, read John 1:9 which says, 
“That was the true Light, which 
lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world.” Jesus is the true 
Light, and there is some sense in 
which He has lighted the con- 
science and heart of every man 
who ever came into the world. He 
has invited sinners, and convicted 
sinners. That is for everybody. 

The whosoever in John 3:16 
proves that anybody in the world 
who wants to believe in Jesus 
Christ and trust in Him, can do so. 

Second Peter 3:9 says: “The 
Lord is not slack concerning his 
promise, aS some men count slack- 
ness; but is longsuffering to us- 
ward, not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to 
repentance.’ Here we are plainly 
told that God is not willing that 
anybody should perish. That means 
Judas. That means Pharaoh. That 
means every poor sinner in the 
world. God wants everybody to, 
come to repentance. 

Another Scripture which proves 
that anybotly can be saved is Rev- 
elation 22:17, “And the Spirit and 
the bride say, Come. And let him 
that heareth say, Come. And let 
him that is athirst come. And 
whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely.”’ That Scrip- 
ture plainly says that ‘‘whosoever 
will” may take the water of life 
freely. So anybody can be saved. 
Any one who follows what light 
he has toward God _ will find 
enough light to know how to be 
saved. 

Thank you for your letter. 

In Jesus’ name, yours, 
John R. Rice 


4. Is It Wrong to Sell Chris- 
tian Books in a Church 
Building? 


A question comes from a friend 


in Sidney, 


New York, who says: 


y 
ey: 


Fil 
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Hindrances to Prayer Cont'd. 
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| “IT have read everything I could 
am get my hands on in the past 22 
m years on PRAYER—this is the 
mn greatest thing I have ever read.” 

Moody Monthly: “Do you want 
your faith your courage 
strengthened, your vision clarified, 
your heart enlarged and kindled, 
and your prayer life lifted to a 
high spiritual plane? THEN READ 
THIS BOOK,” 
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cloth binding, stamped goid;: attractive blue wrapper. 
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‘and they charged exorbitant prices 
for animals for sacrifices. 
2 Second, the temple was not a 
‘church building. It was not a 
preaching place. It was a place 
where sacrifices were made to God 
and where the Shekinah glory of 
od Himself dwelt. Now the tem- 
ple of God is a human body, as you 
see in I Corinthians 6:19.20; I 
Corinthians 3:16.17; and II Cor- 
inthians 6:14-18; and Romans 8:9. 
“Third, the m@pney-changing and 
selling of animals in the temple 
‘Was a purely secular occupation. 
if Christians were selling grocer- 
jes, or shoes in a church house, 
that would probably be wrong. But 
to sell Christian books and Bibles 
which get out the Gospel is ex- 
‘actly the same as preaching the 
Gospel from the pulpit or teaching 


“In John 2:13-16, Matthew 21:12, 
13, Mark 11:15,16,17, and Luke 19: 
45,46, Jesus went and cleansed the 
temple from money-changers and 
people who sold and bought. Is it 
not a sin when people bring book 
stores into a prayer room, to sell 
the merchandise they have? The 
point is, the one who does it says 
that it is not a profit organization, 
that they give the money to mis- 
sionaries, although his wife said 
she got fifteen per cent of every 
dollar. I am very glad that they 
give that much to the mission. 
Now would Jesus allow that in the 
church if He was on earth now? 
My answer is NO. I would like 
your opinion on this, for I would 
not hurt the people in any way 
and I will ask them for forgiveness 
if I have wronged them for my de- 


sire is to be a separated Christian, |it in Sunday School class. And it 
and as I belong to a Bible-believing fis no more wrong to take money 
church, I would have it made clear for that than it is to take money 
by someone who knows what is for preaching, which the Bible 
right and what is wrong.” clearly teaches is right. And it 

The editor’s answer is given |Would not be wrong for those who 
here to help others who are inter- | sell good Christian books to keep 
ested in the problem. aj) the profit except, of course, 
Dear Mr. R. they ought to give to the Lord’s 

I am grateful for your letter and cause, 8 other people should. That 
will try to answer your question, /tey give part of their money to 


missionaries shows that they do it 
for the Lord, and I think it would 
be wrong to criticise them or hin- 
der them in a good and blessed 
work like getting out the Gospel 
in print. 


I think you have wholly misun- 
derstood the act of Jesus in driv- 
ing out the money-changers from 
the temple at Jerusalem. That has 
nothing at all in common with 
selling Christian books in a church 
house. 


First, Jesus was not condemning | 
them simply for selling things 
but for dishonesty and crooked- 
ness. He said that they had made 


In Jesus’ name, yours, 
John R. Rice 


5. Should the Editor Debate 
Bishop Sheen on 
Salvation? 


the temple “a den of thieves.” It 

is always wrong for people to be From Columbus, Georgia, comes 
thieves, in the temple or anywhere | the following letter: 

else; so of course we are not sur- | “Dear Brother Rice: 

prised that Jesus ran them out of | .“Ii you really want to be saved, 


join the Roman Catholic Church 
which, according to any Bible, 
the true church. You Bible folks 


(Continued on page 6) 


the temple. People had to make 
their offerings in temple money 
and a heavy exchange rate was 
charged by the money-changers | 


is 
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1 will keep it and send you $2.50 (plus postage charges). 


Name 


Address 


City & Zone : State 


SAVE—Twelve cénts postage! Pay now, and we pay 
postage. You receive bame 7-day return privilege. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, September 18, 1953 


“ .. the word of the Lord. . . Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 


. saith the Lord of hosts.”—TZech. 4:6 


1. 
God Keeps Right Records 
A pastor trying to be popular 
proudly asserted, “My God is not 


a bookkeeper.” Well, I do not 
know whom his god may be. 

The God of the Bible keeps rec- 
ords. He keeps voluminous rec- 
ords. He keeps right records. 

“And I saw a great white 
throne, and him that sat on it, 
from whose face the earth and 
the heaven fled away; and there 
was found no place for them. And 
I saw the dead, small and great, 
stand before God; and the books 
were opened: and another book 
was opened, which is the book of 
life: and the dead were judged 
out of those things which were 
written in the books, according to 
their works. And the sea gave up 
the dead which were in it; and 
death and hell delivered up the 
dead which were in them: and 
they were judged every man ac- 
cording to their works. And death 
and hell were cast into the lake 
of fire. This is the second death. 
And whosoever was not found 
written in the book of life was 
cast into the lake of fire.’’—Rev. 
20 :11-15. 


Win Souls To Christ! 
Use 16 mm. Sound 


CHRISTIAN FILMS 
That are DYNAMIC 
& DEPENDABLE! 


@ GREAT DISCOVERY 
80 Min. Rental, $25.00 


—With Colleen Townsend in a tre- 
mendous Soul-Winning Film! An 
amazing picture! 

® THE GREAT LIGHT 


60 Min. Rental, $17.50 
—Just Released! Background in 
Nuremburg, Germany. Spell-Binding 
intrigue. Clear-cut evangelism. 
® CALL OF THE NAVAJO 


42 Min. Rental, $15.00 
—Story of a Navajo lad who finds 
Christ through efforts of a mission. 
ary to the Navajo people. In beauti- 
ful color! 


® MIRACLE 


26 Min. Rental, $10.00 
—Latest production from Bob Jones 
University. Read Dr. John R. Rice's 
REVIEW of this great new film in 
the June 19 issue of THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD. 


* . . 


Get Your Bookings in EARLY for These 
and Many Other Tremendous Films to: 
—, 


CENTURY GOSPEL MINISTRIES 
Film Library 


P.O. Box 171 Dept. Si Hatfield, Pa. 
Phone: 2345 
SERVING THE NATION COAST-TO 
COAST WITH THE LATEST AND 
BEST IN CHRISTIAN FILMS 
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Write fer your copy of our latest 
FILM RELEASE teday! 
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By Dr. D. A. (Scotchie) McCall 
Minister of Revival Promotion, 
Sword of the Lord Foundation 


Whose books are these? They 
are manifestly the books God 
keeps. They are the records of the 
lost, and a listing of the saved— 
“books” and ‘“‘the book of life.” 

The colored people sing a song, 
“God sees all I do, God hears all 
I say, and He's writing, writing 
all the time.” 

The Bible is itself a record 
which God by His Spirit wrote and 
keeps. This record tells us that 
Jehoram “did evil in the sight of 
the Lord” (II Kings 8:18). Kings 
sometimes hired writers to record 
only pleasant things about them. 
God writes that which is right 
about all of us! 

God writes, “But Jehu took no 
heed to walk in the law of the 
Lord God of Israel with all his 
heart: for he departed not from 
the sins of Jeroboam, which made 
Israel to sin”. (II Kings 10:31). 

God wrote of Jehoahaz, “And he 


did that -which was evil in. the 
sight of the Lord... And the an- 
ger of the Lord was kindled 
against Israel...” (II Kings 13: 


2,3). One seldom sins without in- 
volving others. Israel should not 
have tolerated the sin. A church, 
a denomination God sometimes 
punishes for sin tolerated! 

God records about Jehoash of 
Israel, “‘And he did that which was 
evil in the sight of the Lord” (IT 
Kings 13:11). Likewise read: II 
Kings 15:9, 18, 24; 17:2; 21:2; 23: 
S42, 34; 24:9, 19. 

His eye is upon the sparrow and 
God sees His own and writes of 
them also—Doxology! . 

God records of Jehoash of Ju- 
dah, “did that which was right in 
the sight of the Lord all his days 
wherein Jehoiada the priest in- 
structed him” (II Kings 12:2). Not 
as men saw, but as God saw him! 
He had good spiritual leadership. 

God writes of Amaziah, ‘“‘And he 
did that which was right in the 
sight of the Lord” (Ii Kings 14: 
3). “Yet’—God had to draw a 
parenthesis about part of his life, 


God inscribes about Hezekiah, 
“And he did that which was right 
in- the sight of the Lord, according 
to all that David his father did” 
(II Kings 18:3). What a whole- 
some epitaph! 

God's good record of Josiah is, 
“And he did that which was right 
in the sight of the Lord, and walk- 
ed in all the way of David his 
father, and turned not aside to the 
right hand or to the left” (II 


»+Kings 22:2). 


God solemnly asserts we will 
face: our record, II Corinthians 
9:8-13 (I Corinthians 3:9-23); our 
words, Matthew 12:31-37: some 
people we have never seen before, 


Bible standards; 


—Dr. Bob Jones, Jr. 
“Dr. Rice at his best.. 


Matthew 12:38-42; our treasures 
laid up, Matthew 6:19-34. 

God writes! God writes that 
which is right and true in each 
instance! What will your record 
be? 


Il. 
Good Books 


People often ask us to suggest 
good books. We recommend Dr. 
W. Herschel Ford’s writings as in- 
spirational, sound, true to the 
Bible and practical. Dr. Ford is 
the beloved pastor of a tremend- 
ous and dynamic church, First 
Baptist, at El Paso, Texas. What 
he preaches gets results. Recently 
we saw eleven respond to the in- 
vitation, in a regular church serv- 
ice, ranging in age from eight to 
eighty-two. Dr. Ford's books, 
known as the Simple Sermon ser- 


ies. are: Great Christian Doc- 
trines, Sermons on the Second 
Coming, The Saviour’s’ Last 


Words, and two outstanding vol- 
umes of Sermons from the Book 
of Acts. It would be hard to find 
books that will afford more help 
and inspiration for those who en- 
joy reading good sermons. - (The 
Sword Book Club has a special 
plan they offer whereby some. of 
these books can be bought with 
others going as free membership 
gifts.) All of these are available 
at the Sword of the Lord Publish- 
ers at Wheaton. 


iil. 


» A recent book by Dr. John R. 


Rice is one of the best, namely, 
A Know-So Salvation. Book Club 
members will find it offered. One 
does not have to be a Book Club 
member to get this choice volume, 
however. Just order it from The 
Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, Illi- 
nois, $2.00 a copy. 

Help your pastor and your 
church get a library of books by 
Dr. Rice. 


IV. 
The Word Stirs the Heart 


Our mail is constantly bringing 
letters as the one below. These 
letters come from godly people, 
often with limited means, some- 
times from the sick—but all lov- 
ers of our Lord Jesus. 


“Dear Brother Rice: 

“Each week I look forward to 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD coming as 
if it were choice company for it 
is so full of good reports of God’s 
work being done that it gives me 
new hope each week as I read it. 
i know now why Paul invited the 
people to bring good reports of 
their missionary work. He knew 
how encouraging it would be to 
each soul—and THE SworD OF THE 
LorD is indeed a good report. I 
just finished your book on Prayer 
—Asking and Receiving, and be- 
fore I read it I never knew how 
to get close to my Lord in prayer 
as I do now. During my reading 
of it I was so anxious to meet the 
author of such a wonderful book, 
so I drove 200 miles to Bob Jones 
University to hear you speak at 
the conference a few weeks ago 
and I had the privilege of hearing 
your wonderful sermon on “What 
It Costs to Be a Good Christian.” 
I do wish each reader of THE 
SworD could have heard it. I be- 
lieve it will burn in my heart as 
long as I live and I will always 
count the cost of not living for 
God. May God continue to give 
you strength to speak to young 
people as you did that night. 


Five months after Dr. John R. Rice’s book “What It Costs to Be 
a Good Christian” was published, the edition of 5,000 was com- 
pletely exhausted and a new printing was rushed through. People 
have found in this book the way to practical personal holiness; 
the kind that helps them to serve the Lord completely. that helps 
them in the home, in defeating sin, in studying God’s Word. 


This book is a passionate call to Christians to come back to 
back to evangelism: back to separation; back to 
a Bible kind of home: back to an all-on-the-altar dedication. Here 
are summed up great Bible expositions on the high cost of disciple- 
ship, the price of sacrifictl Christian living by the Bible standard. 
The long chapters are full of Scripture, heart-searching analysis, 
irrefutable argument, and pertinent, moving illustrations. 


Have You Gotten Your Copy Yet? 


Recommended by Christian Leaders 
“By far the best book of sermons which Dr. Rice has published” 


.will challenge every reader to a life 
of sacrifice and service’’—Dr. Lee Roberson. 


Beautifully-bound, striking jacket, 223 pages, only $2.25. 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS, Wheaton, III. 
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with the Foundation seal. 


Illinois. 


1% ON LOANS 


From time to time it has been necessary for THE | 
SWORD OF THE LORD FOUNDATION to borrow capi- | 
tal to carry on its work. At present we could use more | 
capital for the Lord, since we have just paid off $12,000 | 
in loans. We pay 4% interest per annum, interest pay- 
able semiannually. We have never missed an interest 
payment, never failed to repay a loan promptly. No one 
has ever lost a dollar invested in this work. 


If you have money to lend for this good work, you 
will be serving the Lord, you will get a good return on 
your investment. For each loan we give by return mail 
a SWORD OF THE LORD FOUNDATION promissory 
note, signed by president, John R. Rice, and general 
manager and treasurer, Walter E. Handford, Jr., sealed 


Those interested please write to Walter E. Hand- 
ford, Jr., General Manager, Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, 


“My means of this world’s goods 
is limited and I cannot give much. 
It is such a little but I will count 
it a prviilege to try each month to 
send $4, $1.00 per week, for the 
building fund. I will really rejoice 
to have even a small part in the 
wonderful work of helping to keep 
THE SWoRD OF THE LORD going to 
people who are as hungry for His 
food as I was before I started 
reading. It’s the only paper I have 
ever read that wakes up a.desire 
in my heart to read my Bible and 
I just thank God every day for 
you and your staff on THE Sworp. 
May God continue to bless you. 


“In His love, 
“Greensboro, North Carolina 


Doxology! 


Comment: Have you asked us 
to send you the pack of lovely 
vari-colored stand-up calendar en- 
velopes to us in giving to the 
Building Fund? 


vi 
Denial Does Not Destroy! 


“Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye 
in the ways, and see, and ask for 
the old paths, where is the good 
way, and walk therein, and ye 
shall find rest for your souls. But 
they said, We will not walk there- 
in.”’—Jer. 6:16. 

It is amazing how many people 
in the churches and outside the 
churches face the issues of God's 
Book, and rebel and say, “We will 
not walk therein—we will not 
hearken,” (verse 17). They do not 


“get by” with it. Read on in Jere- 
miah 6:18. 

I preached on the new birth. 
Two women of the church, one a 
Bible teacher (7?) went about town 
laughing saying, “I do not know 
anything about the new birth. I 
have not been born again.” They 
only made fools of themselves 
rather than _ discrediting Jesus 
(John 3) as He taught the need 
for the new birth. 

Some laugh at the reality of re- 
vivals when they are so simply 
presented in the Word of God that 
a child may know! Read the Bible! 
Read the book by Dr. Rice, We 
Can Huve REVIVAL NOW. Your 
eyes may be opened. You can get 
Scripture to answer the voices of 
hypocrites within the church, and 
scoffers outside the church! 


VI. | 
New Testament.Commentary 
Questions come from _ pastors 


and other leaders about good com- 


mentaries for help in intensive 
Bible study. Such an one is the 
New Testament Commentary by 
Hendriksen of the Baker Book 
House. I have used only one vol- 
ume, namely,.Volume L.of.John's 
Gospel. It is warm and rich while 
being analytical. The introduction 
is rather exhaustive and certainly 
interesting. 

First comes an outline of a Sec- 
tion of the Gospel text. Secondly, 


the text is interpreted phrase by 


phrase and verse by verse. ‘Third- 
ly, a synthesis of the text is then 
givem. 


Questions and Answers 


(Continued from page 5) 


don’t follow the Bible or even the 
Ten Commandments in most cases. 
And prejudices! My, oh, my! 
“Sincerely,” 
(Signed) E. Roberts 


“P.S. You make it so easy I’d 
like to see you issue a personal 
challenge’ to Bishop Fulton Sheen 
as to the authenticity of all you 
Say on matter of being saved.” 


The Editor Answers That Both 
Catholics and Protestants Ought 
to Follow the Bible to Know 
God’s Way of Salvation 

Dear Mr. R——: 


I am glad you wrote to me. 
However, you made a very foolish 
statement when you say, “If you 
really want to be saved, join the 
Roman Catholic Church, which, 


according to any Bible is the true 
church.” 


Will you tell me what Scripture 
in your Bible or any Bible tells 
us that there should be a ‘pope? 
What Scripture tells us to say 
prayers to Mary? What Scripture 
tells us that priests and nuns 
should not marry? What Scripture 
tells us that it is right to sacrifice 
the mass? What Scripture tells us 
that it is right to have communion 
or the Eucharist in only one kind, 
that is, giving common Christians 
just the bread and not both bread 
and the cup, as Jesus eommanded? 


I have nothing against the Cath- 
olic church, but it is foolish to 
suppose that any human organiza- 
tion can save a soul. Jesus Christ 
died to save a soul, and if you are 
not willing to read what the Bible 
has to say about that, then of 
course you can’t be saved. You will 
have your sins forgiven the Bible 
way, or not at all. 


You say you would like to see 
me issue a personal challenge to 
Bishop Fulton Sheen. I would be 
very happy, of course, to discuss 
a matter about salvation or other 
problems with Bishop Sheen, and 
would be glad to do it either pub- 
licly, before great crowds, or on 
T-V or radio, or privately, provi- 
ded that Bishop Sheen would agree 
that we would settle things by the 
blessed Word of God. Then he 
could show what his Bible teaches, 


and I would agree to go by the Bi- ° 


ble if he would make the same 
agreement. Is not that fair? 


You see, it is wrong to suppose 
that either my church or Bishop 
Sheen’s church can save a soul. 
The dear Son of God, Jesus Christ, 
died on the cross to save sinners, 
and sinners should repent of their 
sins and trust Him instead oi 
trusting in churches. 

In the Saviour’s name, yours, 
John R. Rice 

RAREST 2: 

Lesson Known 


THE STORY OF THE CRUCIFIXION 


Thousands awakened to their need of 
Christ through these inspiring heart-touch- 
ing never failing object lessons. THREE 
COMPLETE prepared lessons, chart, direc- 
tions and story with each order. SURPRISE 
President Eisenhower’s Prayer 8 x 10 
parchment paper—sample Blood test object 
lesson free with each order. Price 5%cents. 
Stamps O.K. 
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All About The Bible 


(Continued from page 4) 


is the key which unlocks the my- 
stery and reveals the truth and 
the truthfulness of God. 

Hlow few of these difficulties 
would remain if men would only 
note more carefully and reverently 
the exact words used by the Holy 
Spirit! 


Purchase of Ornan’s 
Threshing Floor 
We are told that, according to 
Samuel, David gave fifty shekels 
of silver (£5 14s. od.) for this, 
while in Chronicles we read David 
bought it for six hundred shekels 
of gold (£1,095). Moreover, the 
figures are so distinctly stated, 


. and the disparity between the two 


is so great, that it is quite impos- 
sible to explain them. But I invite 
once more only the ordinary care 
of any devout reader, when it will 
at once be seen that two separate 
transactions are referred to. 


Second Samuel 24:24 reads, “‘So 
David bought the threshing floor 
und the oxen for fifty shekels of 
silver,” while I Chronicles 21:25 
reads, “So David gave to Ornan 
for the place six hundred shekels 
of gold by weight.” 

Now the expression “the place’ 
in Scripture generally refers to a 
considerable area, a district — a 
city, for instance, as in Genesis 
18:24, where it refers to the whole 
city of Sodom—while the thresh- 
ing floor covered, of course, but 
a very small area; so that, with 
the two accounts before us, we 
learn that David, after that mem- 
orable and awful experience re- 
lated in those chapters, first ac- 
quired the temporary use (the 
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» Founded on faith this growing school in 


the Southern highland offers 3-year diploma 
courses in Bible. ristian Education, Mis- 
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including Bible and Christian Education 
subjects or Music. 

Thorough training, inspiring location and 
associations. Free tuition. Write TODAY 
for catalog. 
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original bears this rendering) of 
the threshing floor for the pur- 
poses of his sacrifice, for fifty 
shekels of silver; and subsequent- | 
'y purchased the freehold of the 


whole place, which was Mount. 
Moriah, the site of Abraham's | 
nemorable sacrifice (Gen. 22), | 


covering several acres, for six | 
hundred shekels of gold, on which 
to build the Temple as a perma-. 
nent memorial to God. | 

This view seems to be striking- 
ly confirmed by the fact that no'| 
mention whatever is made of the | 


Temple in Samuel’s account, while 


the opening words of I Chronicles 
22, which properly belong to chap- 
ter 21, read: “Then David said, | 
this is, the place for the House of | 
the Lord God, and this shall be 
the Altar of the Burnt Offering 
for Israei.” Miss Spurrell’s trans- 
lation. 


St, Paul’s Alleged Mistake 

Another case of apparent con- 
tradiction is found in comparing 
the number of those who died of 
the plague in connection with Is- 
rael’s sin in joining themselves to 
Baalpeor, with the number men- 
tioned by Paul in writing to the 


Corinthians. The two passages 
read thus: 
“And those that died in the 


plague were twenty and.four thou- 
sand.””—Num. 25:9. 

“Neither let us commit fornica- 
tion, as some of them committed, 
and fell in one day three and 
twenty thousand.’’—I Cor. 10:8. 


Now there is no doubt whatever 


MOVING SOON? 


To make sure of getting your 
Sworp promptly, please send ad- 
vance notice of your change in 
address directly to us. 


At least five weeks before change 
takes effect let us know: 


1. Date you're moving 
2. Old Address 
3. New Address 


If you clip the old mailing label 
from your Sworp and send it in], 
with your change of address, that 
will help. 


Write to Tue Sworp or THE Lorp, 
214 W. Wesley St., Wheaton, Iili- 
nois. 


[It’s possible to have your mailing 


address corrected by filing your new 
address with the Post Office, which 
in turn will notify us, But if a copy 
of the magazine is sent before that 
notice reaches us, it means expense 
for you in forwarding postage. 


that both of these passages refer 
to one and the same thing. 

3ut is there here any real dif- 
ficulty? Certainly there is no con- 
tradiction; for while Moses in 
Numbers 25:9 gives us the total 
number of those who died of the 
plague, without mentioning 
whether they all died in one day 
or not, Paul, writing under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
gives us the added detail, that so 
terrible was the plague that 
twenty-three thousand of them 
died in one day. 


(Be sure not to miss next week’s con- 
tinuing article on “INSPIRATION,” from 
the book ALL ABOUT THE BIBLE by 
Sidney Collett. Published by Fleming H. 
Revell Co. Used by permission. Order from 
Sword of the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, 
Illinois. Price $2.00.) 


There Is A Hell 


(Continued from page 1) 


Loss of real belief in an awful 
and long, long Hell is responsible 
for all these infatuated men and 
women killing the woman or man 
they love who does not recipro- 
cate that love, and then killing 
themselves. If these men and wo- 
men really believed that such an 
act meant an eternity in Hell, not 
one of them would do it. 

The loss of belief in an awful, 
eternal Hell is responsible for 
every hold-up, burglary, murder, 
and all this frightful crime wave 
that is sweeping over this land 
from New York to Los Angeles. 
If these men and women who are 
unhesitatingly staining their hands 
with blood to get money by open 
or covert murder realized that 
their action meant an eternity in 
Hell, the crime wave would sub- 
side into a great calm of right- 
eousness in a day. A re-establish- 
ment of real faith in such a Hell 
as the Bible and Jesus Christ 
plainly teach would do more to 
lift our land out of the awful 


chaos of crime and terror into 
which it has fallen than all the 
increase and improvement. of 


police forces that can be devised, 
and all the enactment of more 
severe and better-executed laws 
that can be imagined. 

The loss of man’s faith in Hell 
is responsible for the sickening 
and appalling increase of divorce, 


* Religious Survey of the World 

* Articles on Sunday Schoo! Methods 

* Occasionalarticles on Archaeologica! Discoveries 
* Book Reviews 

* Helps on Christian Endeavor Topics 

* Editorials and Notes on Open Letters 


of legalized adultery, and the ruin 
1 to homes and children that comes 
through it. If men and women who 
seek release from their wives and 
husbands because they tire of 
them or because of incompatibil- 
ity of temperament, or because 
they have wickedly permitted 
their affections to -be carried cap- 
tive by someone else other than 
their lawful wife or husband—if 
these men and women realized 
that their violation of the law of 


Swhacription rates: Single subscription, $3.00 a 
year. In clubs of five or more; $2.50 each per year 
(in U. S. dollars). In Canada: add 25c for postage. 


Special Introductory Off: 18 weeks for $1.00. 
(In Canada, $1.10.) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
Box 1778S - «+ Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


If you are considering 
ANNUITIES... 


READ THIS IMPORTANT 
BOOKLET Sefore YOU INVEST 


Wheaton’s record of having provided regular in- 
comes for more than fifty years is your assurance 
of generous annuity payments when due, regard- 
less of prevailing economic conditions. 


Send for free copy. Pleasant Tomorrows 
answers questions most often asked 
about annuities — helps solve your in- 
vestment problems. Write Dept. SL 4% 


WHEATON COLLEGE 


WHEATON - 


fLLINOTS 


God and the demands of decency 
meant an eternity in Hell, this 
intolerable evil would cease at 
once. 


One of the greatest needs of 
our+day is a restoration of real 
faith in the teaching of Jesus 
Christ concerning Hell. If we 
could get men, women and chil- 
dren generally to believe what 
Jesus Christ plainly teaches about 
Hell, there would be a _ general 
cessation of crime, vice, divorce, 
suicide, and a general turning of 
men, women and children to Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour and Lord 
and example. 

I have no expectation of get- 
ting men, women and children 
generally to really believe in Hell, 
but I do expect to get many of 
you here tonight to really believe 
in Hell, and so to get you to quit 
your crimes if you are criminals, 
as some of you very likely are; 
and to get some of you who are 
living double lives, and are un- 
true to wife or husband, to quit 
your vile and damning sin; and to 
get some of you who are contem- 
plating divorce to give up the 
thought of that which is pretty 
sure to land you in an everlast- 
ing Hell if you do it; and to get 
every one of you who may be 
contemplating suicide to give up 
this silly, cowardly, and desperate 
act you are planning, an act that 
will take you to an everlasting 
Hell by lightning express; and I 
expect to lead many of you to 
accept Jesus Christ as your per- 
sonal Saviour, and to surrender 
to Him as your Lord and Master, 
and to confess Him as such pub- 
licly before the ‘world, which in 
the last analysis is the only 
course of action that will save 
you from spending eternity in the 
“everlasting fire” never intended 
for you, but “prepared for the 
devil and his angels,”” but to which 
all those who prefer to cast in 
their lot with the Devil rather 
than to accept Jesus Christ will 
certainly go. 


I. IT IS CERTAIN THAT THERE 
IS A HELL 


The first thought I wish to im- 
press indelibly upon your minds, 
to impress so indelibly and vivid- 
ly upon your minds that it will 
determine your whole future con- 
duct, is that there is a Hell, That 
there is not only a Hell of suffer- 
ing and torment of conscience “in 
the life that now is, as the con- 
sequence of sin, but that there is 
an awful Hell hereafter, in the 
life which is to come, which is 
the only sense in which Jesus 


Christ ever speaks of “Hell.” We 


Satan Tempts Jesus 


Several weeks ago we told how! 
i'Jesus was baptized in the River 


Jordan by John the Baptist. As 
Jesus came from under the water 


and while the water was still 
streaming from His hair and 
clothing the Holy Spirit came 
down from Heaven in form like 


a dove and alighted on Jesus. At 
the same time God spoke from 
Heaven and said, “This is my be- 


loved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased” (Matt. 3:17). Isn't it 
wonderful to know that Jesus 


chose to use the power of the Holy 
Spirit for His work just like any 
preacher today needs the Holy 
Spirit! Jesus did no miracles until 
He was filled with the Holy Spirit. 
When Jesus came up out of the 
river, the Holy Spirit told Him 
to go out into the’ wilderness 
where He would be all by Him- 
self. There He spent forty days 
without anything to eat. Have you 
ever missed getting to eat your 
breakfast or your lunch? My, how 
hungry you became before the 
next meal! It’s hard sometimes to 
go even from lunch until supper 
without a peanut butter sand- 
wich or something, isn’t it? Well 
Jesus went for forty whole days 
without any food. I imagine He 
spent His time praying and ask- 
ing God, His Father, for strength 
to do the job He came to do. 
Finally, when Jesus was very 
weak, Satan came to Him and be- 
gan to tempt Jesus to sin. Satan 
knew that if Jesus sinned He 


talk of “Hell on earth,” but that 
is only an expressive figure of 
speech, but the real Hell, the 
“Hell” the Bible speaks of, is af- 
ter the present life is ended. It is 
absolutely certain that there is a 
Hell hereafter. Why do I say so? 


1. The Fact That Jesus Said 
So Proves There Is a Hell 


First of all, Jt is certain that 
there is a Hell beyond the grave 
waiting vast multitudes now liv- 
ing unless they repent, because 
Jesus Christ says so. He says so 
in the plainest and most unmis- 
takable language in every one of 
my texts. I have purposely taken 
every one of my texts not from 
the Bible in general, but from the 
words of Jesus Christ Himself. It 
was easy to do this’ because 
Jesus Christ has more to Say 
about Hell than any other person 
whose words are recorded in the 
New Testament. Jesus Christ had 
more to say about Hell than Pet- 
er or Paul or James or John or 
Jude, or all of them put together. 

Now the Greek word properly 
translated “Hell,” is found twelve 
times in the New Testament, and 
in eleven out of those twelve in- 
stances, it is used by Jesus Christ 
Himself, and in only one instance 
is it used by anyone else, James. 

Of course, Hell is spoken of in 
numerous other passages where 
the word is not used. But most of 
these passages also are utterances 
of Jesus Christ. So to preach Hell 
is to be Christlike in your preach- 
ing. In face of these facts, how 
utterly silly to say, as so many 
do say in these days, that they 
are too kind-hearted and too full 
of love of their fellow man to be- 
lieve in or preach Hell. 


Who was the kindest-hearted 
man that ever walked this earth? 
Who was the most full of love of 
any man who ever walked this 
earth? Beyond a question, Jesus 
Christ; and He is the very One 
who preached Hell more than any 
other New Testament writer or 
speaker. What about these men 
who say it is cruel to preach Hell 
and try to impeach the _ kind- 
heartedness of John Calvin and 
Jonathan Edwards, because these 
great thinkers, both of them 
among the greatest thinkers the 


(Continued on page 8) 


couldn't die on the cross for cur 
sins and become our Saviour. 

First, Satan pointed to sdme 
round rocks that looked a littie 
bit like hamburger buns and said, 
“If thou be the Son of God, com- 
mand that these stones be mace 
bread” (Matt. 4:3). Satan knew 
that Jesus was terribly hungry 
and that He might be tempted to 
use His power just to satisfy His 
hunger. 


3ut Jesus answered, “It is 
written, Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every wor@ 


that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of God.” Jesus was just reminding 
Satan that obeying God was more 
important than food. 

Next Satan took Jesus up ont> 
the highest part of the temple i 
Jerusalem. Satan tempted Jesus 
this time to jump off and trus’ 


God to take care of Him. But 
Jesus said, “It is written, thow 
shalt not tempt the Lord thy 


God.” 


Finally, Satan took Jesus wp 
onto a high mountain and showe# 
Him all the nations of the worl? 
and offered to give them to Jesus 
if He would bow down and wor- 
ship Satan. But Jesus knew that 
the only way to whip Satan was 
to go to the cross and die—therm 
rise from the dead. You see Jesus 
just had to die for our sins’ be- 
cause God had said that sin must 
be punished by death. So Jesus 
took our punishment when HH: 
died on the cross. 

Once there was a school wh 
a bunch of roughneck boys ha@ 
run off about every teacher that 
was sent to the school. Finally, 
an old man was sent to be the 
teacher. He began every day of 
school by reading the Bible to the 
children and praying with them. 
He knew that the boys had run 
off all the other teachers buf he 
knew God would help him. 

One day he got all of the boys 
together and they agreed that ly- 
ing, stealing, cheating and swear- 
ing were wrong and decided cn 
whipping as the punishment {cv 
these things. 

There were two boys named 
Jim in the school—Big Jim ane 
Little Jim. Little Jim was not as 
large as the other boys becauso 
his parents were poor and hadn't 
been able to feed him well. On 
two different days Little Jim 
didn’t have any lunch so he stole 
Big Jim’s lunch. 

The second day Big Jim told the 
teacher about it. The teacher cal)- 
ed all of the boys together ana 
told them that Little Jim haa 
broken the rules and must be 
whipped. When Big Jim saw how 
skinny Little Jim’s bare back was, 
he jumped up and said, *““Teache?, 
please don’t whip Little Jim. Tlt 
forgive him for stealing my lunch.” 

But the teacher said, “‘Na, Little 
Jim has broken the rules and must 
be punished.” 

Quickly, Big Jim stripped ojif 
his coat and shirt and said, “Then 
I'll take his whipping for him.” 

Boys and girls that is exactly 
what Jesus did for us. When we 
deserved to be punished for our 
sins, Jesus took our punishment 
for us. The Bible tells us that 
Jesus, “bare our sins in his own 
body on the tree.” If you have 
never thanked Jesus for dying for 
your sins why don’t you do it 
right now. He has already taken 
your whipping and all He wants 
you to do now is to ask Him to 
forgive your sins and come into - 
your heart and trust Him to do 
it. 

If you take the Lord Jesus inte 
your heart, won’t you write to me 
and let me Know? I'll write back 
and try to help you to be sure yon 
are saved. You can send your let- 
ter to: 

Uncle Walt 

The Sword of the Lord 


Wheaton, Illinois 
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There Is A Hell 


(Continued on page 7) 


world has ever known, have so 
faithfully presented the truth a- 
bout Hell? Whom are you really 
impeaching? You are impeaching 
Jesus Christ. But Jesus Christ's 
love of men was of the genuine 
sort; and He proved His love in 
a more real and practical way 
than by lulling men to sleep with 
false hopes, or by playing to the 
galleries and winning the plaudits 
of empty-headed men by telling 
them how kind-hearted and lib- 
eral they are, and telling them 
how good they are, and how they 
are not sinners; but that there is 
a spark of divinity in them all, 
and that they are in no danger of 
going to Hell, and that there isn't 
any Hell anyway, and that they 
can get drunk, and commit adul- 
tery, and divorce their wives, and 
oppress the poor, and live luxur- 
iously, and take life easy while 
others starve, and reject the Son 
of God; and yet somehow come 
out all right in the long run, any- 
how. 

Men and women, what do you 
listen to these ministers of the 
Devil masquerading as ministers 
of righteousness for, anyhow? In 
your heart of hearts, you know 
that they are lying to you and 
lulling you to sleep by false hopes 
that will land you in an eternal 
Hell. No, Jesus Christ showed His 
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love, real love, genuine love, not 
camouflaged selfishness, by telling 
us the truth about Hell, and then 
by leaving Heaven with all its 
glory and coming down to earth 
with all its shame and dying the 
awful death of Calvary, where He 
bore the awful weight of our 
sins, to save us from going to the 
Hell of which He had told us. 

LISTEN TO JESUS CHRIST. 
You will if you are not a poor, 
blinded fool. The preacher who 
declares that there is no Hell 
hereafter, or no very awful and 
long-enduring Hell, is the most 
useful servant the Devil has in 
this present dispensation. He .|is 
the Devil’s best. servitor. Of 
course, Colonel Ingersoll declared 
often and with great eloquence 
that there was no Hell. But no 
really intelligent and fair-minded 
man or woman ever took Bob 
Ingersoll seriously. They know he 
was talking for so many hundred 
dollars a night, and that his 
private morals and private con- 
versation were not of a character 
to give force to his words in pub- 
lic. But men do take ministers 
seriously. Many excellent men and 
women think anything their min- 
ister says must be so. And often 
the personal morals and private 
conversation of this class of 
preachers is so exemplary as to 
commend their doctrine; and so 
they beguile many and mislead 
many and encourage many to con- 
tinue in sin and go to Hell. There- 
fore I say again, Don’t listen to 
them. Listen to Jesus Christ and 
then you are safe. What does 
Jesus Christ say? 


2. Jesus Said Any Loss, Any 
Pain Was Better Than for the 
Whole Body to Go to Hell 


Listen to my first text, Matth- 
ew 5:29: “And if thy right eye 
causeth thee to stumble, pluck it 
out and cast it from thee: for it 
is profitable for thee that one of 
thy members should perish, and 
not thy whole body be cast into 
hell.”’ These are the words of Jesus 
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Sermon on the Mount. And I 
have given you the Revised Ver- 
sion. I have taken these words 
from the Sermon on the Mount 
for two reason. First, because 
they exactly suit my purpose and 
state in a plain and unmistakable 
way the important truth I am 
trying to make you see and feel. 
I have taken them from the Ser- 
mon on the Mount for a second 
reason, and that is, because pret- 
ty much everybody says they be- 
lieve that part of\the Bible, even 
though they do not believe the 
rest of the Bible, and these words 
are taken from that part of the 
Bible which pretty much every- 
one professes to believe. I have 
also taken them from the Revised 
Version for two reasons. 


In the first place, I took them 
from the Revised Version because 
the Revised Version is a more 
exact rendering of the original 
than the Authorized. And I have 
taken them from the Revised 
Version in the second place be- 
cause there are many people, in- 
cluding some alleged “scholarly 
preachers,” who say that “the Re- 
vised Version has done away with 
Hell.”” That shows how little they 
know about the Revised Version; 
there is still plenty of Hell left in 
our texts. 


It is true the Revised Version 
does translate one word “Hades” 
that the Authorized Version trans- 
lates “Hell,” and it is abundantly 
warranted in doing so. But where 
the Lord Jesus really spoke about 
Hell, we find it in the Revised 
Version just as strongly as in the 
Authorized Version. Now these 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ 
clearly teach that there is a Hell 
into which men are cast after 
death, and that that Hell is so 
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fer any conceivable, lifelong 
earthly loss than to go there. Now 
if there is no Hell after death, 
or, if the Hell after death is. not 
a place of inconceivable agony, 
then the Lord Jesus was either a 
colossall fool or a shameless liar. 
If there is no immeasurably awful 
Hell after death, then either 
Jesus Christ thought that there 
was and, therefore, so taught, 
when there was not, in which case 
He was a colossal fool, or else He 
knew that there was not but 
taught that there was to scare 
men into doing what He wanted 
them to do, in which case He was 
a shameless liar and stupendous 
fraud. You cannot deny a Hell 
after death of immeasurable agony 
and horror without making Jesus 
Christ out to have been a colossal 
fool or a shameless liar and stu- 
pendous fraud. 


But Jesus Christ was not a col- 
ossal fool. He was not a shame- 
less liar. And He was not a stu- 
pendous fraud. He was a teacher 
sent from God who spoke the 
very words of God. He was the 
only-begotten Son of God. He was 
God manifest in the flesh. That 
was His claim and God Almighty 
set the stamp of His endorsement 
upon the claim by raising Him 
from the dead. The resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus Christ from the 
dead is, as I have shown time and 
time again from this platform, 
the best-proven fact of history, 
and that indisputable fact proves 
Jesus Christ to have been a teach- 
er sent from God who spoke the 
very words of God, and therefore 
we must believe whatever He says. 
He says that there is a Hell after 
death, a place of conscious tor- 
ment, and its loss and agony are 
so inconceivably terrible that you 
would better suffer any lifelong 
loss here on earth than go there. 
And as Jesus Christ says so, that 
settles it. 


We know nothing about the fu- 
ture, but what Jesus Christ tells 
us, tells us either directly Him- 
self or through His _ inspired 
apostles. The wisest man’s specu- 
lations, the greatest philosopher’s 
speculations about the future are 
absolutely worthless. You may 
say, “I don’t believe what the 
Bible says; I think so and so.” 
But your “think so” is not worth 
the breath you waste in telling it. 
Your opinion about either Heaven 
or Hell or about the coming of 
Christ, or about anything else 
that lies in the future is worth no 
more than the opinion some man 
has about the interior of Africa, 
who has never Been in the interior 
of Africa, nor heard directly or 
indirectly from someone else who 
had been in the interior of Africa. 
Your opinion is utterly foolish and 
futile guessing. The man we went 
to hear is the man who has been 
there, the man who knows. Jesus 
knows. Listen to Him. 


3. Both Soul and Body Mental 
Anguish and Physical 
Torment in Hell 


Turn to another utterance of 
Jesus Christ on this _— subject, 
Matthew 10:28, R.V.: “Be not 


afraid, of them that kill the body, 
but are not able to kill the soul: 
but rather fear him who is able 
to destroy both soul and body in 
hell.” Here Jesus tells us that 
Hell is a place to which “both 
soul and body” go. The body does 
not go to Hades, the soul goes 
there. It may have some tempor- 
ary body there, but this body that 
we now inhabit lies in the ground 
and is disintegrated; but at the 
end of the thousand years Jesus 
will raise the bodies of the wick- 
ed dead, the righteous dead hav- 
ing already been raised at His 
coming. But at the end of the 
thousand years the wicked dead 
shall hear His voice and come 
forth, and their bodies will be 
raised, and soul and body will both 
be cast together into Hell to spend 
eternity there and suffer (Rev. 
20:11-15). It is evident from this 
verse that according to the teach- 
ing of Jesus Christ, Hell is a 
place of physical torment as well 
as of mental anguish, of remorse 
and shame. The physical agonies 
of Hell are not the worst agonies 
of Hell, but they constitute a very 
important part of its misery. 


Even in this present life sin 
has physical penalties. My! but 
what awful physical suffering I 
have seen men undergo as a di- 
rect consequence of their wrong- 
doing. It will be so in a greatly- 
enhanced degree in Hell, 


never overstate the facts. 


4. Jesus Said “Eternal Fire” 
and “Eternal Punishment” 
in Hell 


Listen to a third statement of 
Jesus Christ. Matthew 25:41, R.V., 
“| depart from me, ye cursed, 
into the eternal fire which is pre- 
pared for the devil and his 
angels”; and to a fourth, Matthew 
25:46, R.V., “And these shall go 
away into eternal punishment: 
but the righteous into eternal 
life.” Here the word “Hell” is not 
found, but. the fact of Hell is set 
forth in vivid and appalling lan- 
guage, and it is Jesus Christ who 
is speaking. We see something of 
the awfulness of the suffering of 
Hell; and we see the everlasting 
duration of Hell. The question 
arises, Does the word “eternal” 
used in both verses 41 and 46 
mean never ending? To this some 
would say that the word, accord- 
ing to its etymology, might mean 
simply age-lasting, but according 
to its unvarying usage in the New 
Testament, it does mean everlast- 
ing. That I have shown in my 
pamphlet, The Real Truth About 
an Everlasting Hell. 


But, furthermore, the word 
“eternal” is used twice in the for- 
ty-sixth verse. In the first in- 
stance, it is coupled with the 
word “punishment,” and in the 
second instance, it is coupled with 
the word “life.’ Now what it 
means in one case, it must mean 
in the other, because certainly 
our Lord Jesus Christ was no 
mere trickster in His use of words. 
And therefore He would not use 
the very same word in one sense 
in one part of a verse, and in an 


entirely different sense in another: 


part of the verse where it is put 
in contrast with it: so what the 
word “eternal” means in connec- 
tion with “punishment” it must 
also mean in connection with 
“life,’ and what it means in con- 
nection with “life,’ it must also 
mean in connection with “punish- 
ment.” Now everyone Knows that 
the life that is the reward of the 
righteous is endless, therefore ac- 
cording to the teaching of Jesus 
Christ, the punishment of the lost 
must also be endless. Never ac- 
cept any. interpretation of any 
passage that inevitably involves 
your making Jesus Christ’ ont. to 
have been a contémptible trick- 
ster in His teaching. 


Someone may ask, “Does the 
‘fire’ here mean literal fire?’’ We 
will not stop to argue that. to- 
night. If you take it as a figure, 
remember that figures always 
stand for facts, and»that as Jesus 
was no liar, the figures He uses 
How 
terrific, how appalling must be 
the facts that warrant Jesus’ us- 
ing such a figure as this. 


IT IS CERTAIN THAT THERE 
IS AN EVERLASTING HELL 
BECAUSE JESUS SAYS SO. We 
have exactly the same reason for 
believing in a future Hell for the 
wicked as we have for believing 
in a future life of blessedness for 
the righteous—God’s Word utter- 
ed by God’s own Son. There is no 
other conclusive proof for either 
Heaven or Hell. Give up belief in 
Hell and, if you are logical, you 
must give up belief in Heaven or 
any future after death. Give up 
your belief in Hell, such a Hell as 
Jesus taught, and logically no- 
thing remains but annihilation for 
everybody. 


But if you are really logical, you 
will not give up one or the other. 
For Jesus Christ taught both, and 
the known facts about His resur- 
rection from the dead and many 
other things also, compel us, if 
we are really logical, to accept 
Jesus Christ as a té@acher sent 
from God, absolutely reliable and 
inerrant, who spoke the _ very 
words of God. It is certain, then, 
that there is a Hell after death, 
that its agonies are so appalling 
that we would better suffer any 
loss or pain than go there, that 
body and soul share in its suffer- 
ing, and that its agonies are so 
awful as to warrant the figure of 
“everlasting fire” (if it be a fig- 
ure), in speaking of them, and 
that its suffering never ends. 

If there were time or necessity, 
I could show you that if there is 
any future life at all, it is certain 
that there is an awful and eternal 
Hell because every fact of experi- 
mental psychology, every dictate 
of wunprejudiced reason, every 


known fact of God’s present deal- 
ing with man, points that way, 
and the only thing against such 
| (Continued ‘on page 9) 
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and mere baseless sentiment, or | that, we have seen, is certain. 
an irrational dwelling upon, and | ! 
drawing unwarranted 1, Drifting Leads to Hell 


inferences 
from some statements in Berip.| The second part was, IF YOU 
ture, which inferences flatly con-| DON’T LOOK OUT. YOU WILL 
tradict other plain statements of |\GO THERE. Nobody will escape 
the same Bible, There is nothing | Hell without a conscious effort. 
more certain about the future! without deliberate action. without 
than that there is beyond the/ doing one specific thing. We all 
grave an awful and eternal Hell | deserve to go to Hell: for we have 
for many. all sinned, and God is an infinite- 
ly holy God. There is not a man 
or woman here tonight, young or 
old, who has not sinned: “For all 
have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). 


Il. If You Don’t Look Out, You) 


Will Go There 


Now a few words about the| 
second part of our subject. The 
first part of our subject as an-| ‘Ii we say that we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us... If we say 
that we have not sinned, we make 
on APPLYING THE GOSPEL him a liar, and his word is not in 


| 
| 
A ste EVERYDAY LIFE | US” (I John 1:8-10). There is not 
eis BIRTHS - DEATHS - WEDDINGS | & Man Or woman here tonight who | 
| 
| 
| 


EVERY | DAY GREETING TRACTS 


33 SICKNESS - CONVALESCENCE has not sinned outrag siny T — 
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is not a man or woman here to- 
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commandment? 


and thereby committed the great- 
est sin a man or woman can com- 
mit. What is God’s first and great 
Listen to 
words of Jesus again, “And he} 
[Jesus] said unto him, Thou shalt | 
love the Lord thy God with all | 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind. This is 
the great and first commandment” 
(Matt. 22:37, 38, R.V.). 

This is God's 
commandment, 


first and great 
to love God with 
all your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your mind, 


first in everything, God first in 


| 
' 


| 


|it gave the answer in one word 
the | 


| 


over the Falls. 


take | 
the stream. The way to keep from 
to put God | 
| stream; 


business, God first in politics, God. 


home life, God first in 
social life, God first in amuse- 
ments, God first in study, 
first in everything. Not one of us 
has ever done it our whole life 
through. Therefore everyone of us 
has broken this first and greatest 
of God’s commandments; and 
therefore everyone of us has com- 
mitted the greatest sin a man or 
woman can possibly commit, and 
we all deserve to go to Hell. And 
we will go to Hell unless we look 
out, 


first in 


|~6hWWell. 
| sin, 

God | 
soon faster. and at 


it over I found this 
“What must I do to be lost?” 


question, 
And 


'“Nothing.” One does not need to 
do anything to be lost. We are 
lost already unless we do some- 
thing definite. 
Niagara River, even way up above 
the Falls and the Rapids, if you 
just drift, you are bound to go 
You do not need 
in order to go over the Falls to 
up the oars and pull with 


going over the Falls is to pull up- 
and you must begin pull- 
ing before you get into the rapids. 

we are in the current ol 
and the current is moving 
toward Hell, at first slowly, 
last with a 
rush that cannot be resisted. Con- 
sent to drift and you are sure to 
wind up in Hell. If you don’t look 
out, you will go there. 


2. The Only Way to Miss Hell 
In what way must 
in order not 


we look out 
to go there? What 


| must we do to keep us from going 


Pag Sat 
unless we make some definite | 


effort and take some definite step | 


to keep from going there..No one 
ever drifted to Heaven. 
who merely drifts, drifts to Hell. 
Many of you here tonight are 
merely drifting. 

I once saw a hittle card. On one 
side of the card this question was 
printed, “What must 
saved?” and then God’s own an- 
swer to the question was given as 
found in Acts 16:31, 


going 
Anyone | 
‘and go 


I do to be! 


“Believe on 


the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be | 


At the bottom of the card 
“Turn over.” And turning 


saved.” 
it said, 


to Hell? There is only one thing 
we can do that will keep us from 
to Hell. Anyone who does 
one thing will escape Hell 
to Heaven; but on the 
other hand, anyone good or bad, 
vicious or moral, liberal and gen- 
erous or outrageously miserly, 
lovely and amiable, or mean and 
disgusting, anyone who does not 
do it will go to Hell. 
that one thing? The answer is 
found repeatedly in the Word of 
God—accept Jesus Christ by faith 
as your Saviour. 

Read John 3:18, “He 


that 


that be- 


If you are on the! 


but | 


What is) 
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,|demned already, 


only begotten Son of God.” 


' confession is made 


_lieveth on him is not condemned: 


but he that believeth not is con- 
hecause he hath 
the name of 
Listen 
R.V., “As many as 
received him, to them gave he the 
right to become the children of 
God, even to them that believe on 
his name.” Listen to John 3:36, R. 
V.. He that believeth on the Son 
hath eternal life: but he that be- 
heveth not the Son shall not » 
life, but the wrath of God abideth 
on him.” We have all sinned, as we 
have seen, and therefore are Hell- 
ward bound. But Jesus Christ died 
for our sins—*“All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have turned 
every one to his own way; and the 
Lord hath laid on him the iniquity 
of us all” (Isa. 53:6). 

He made perfect atonement for 


not believed in the 


to John 1:12. 


our sins; and then He arose from 
‘the dead and lives today, and 

“all power in heaven and on 
earth,’ and therefore has power 
to give us victory over sin every 
day. Accept Him as your atoning 


Saviour, who settled every one of 
your sins by dying for them on t! 
cross, and trust God to forgive yous 


/beecause the Lord Jesus died ina 
‘your place, and the moment you 
do it, your sins are all forgiven, 
“Be it known unto you therefore, 
brethren, that through this man 


is proclaimed unto you remission 


of sins; and by him every one that 
believeth is justified from alt 
things...” (Acts 13:38, 39, R.V.) 
Trust Him also as your risen 
Saviour to keep you from th: 
power of sin, and He will. Do t} 
and you will be saved. Do not do it 
and you will spend eternity " 
Hell. Really doing it involves sur- 
rendering your life, and yo 


and your 
imn\ O}*T . 


thoughts, and your will, 
conduct to His control. It 


also the open confession of Him 
before the world. Real faith al- 
ways leads to open confession 


Paul puts it, “Because thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth Jesus as 
Lord, and shalt believe in thy 
heart that Ged raised him from 
the dead, thou Shtatt be saved: for 


with the heart man believeth units 
righteousness; and with the mouth 
unto salvation” 


(Rom. 10:9, 10, R.V.). What are 
you going to do? Are you going 
to choose Heaven or Hell? Will 
you accept Christ tonight, and 
make sure of Heaven? or will you 
|reject Christ and make sure of 
| Hell? 
(From the book, HOW TO WIN SOU! 

by Dr. R. A. Torrey. Now out of print.) 


|of the above message 
| Torrey 
'the solemn 


; 
| 


‘right to 


| Bible 


I Don’t Want to Go to Hell 


We believe every honest reader 
by Dr. R. A. 
must be impressed with 
fact that there is a 
Hell of eternal torment for Christ- 
rejecting sinners. No one has a 
pretend to believe * 
not believe what 
about Hell. And 


Bible and 


says 


'one can claim to be sensible. and 


‘for sin. If 


to believe in eternity, without be- 
lieving that there is punishment 
you have not trusted 
Christ, you are in danger oi etern- 
al Hell. 

Let the editor beg to repent of 


your sins today and trust Chr) 

\for salvation. This moment lie 
waits to save you. But if you will 
honestly, with the whole heart 


; 


i'turn to Him and trust Him, 
/pend upon Him, 


2 = 
CiC- 


rely upon Him, 


|He will forgive all your sins ana 


| iour once for all, 


| 
| 


| 
| 


make you a Christian in your 
heart this very moment. Will you 
do it? If you will decide for 


~ 


'Christ and take Him as your Say- 


please sign the 


i'following decision form, copy it 
in a letter, and mail it to the 
‘editor at once. 
Evangelist John R. Rice 
|Editor, THE SworD OF THE Lorp 
| Wheaton, Illinois 
Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read Dr. R. A. Torrey’s 


great sermon.on ‘““There Is a Hell, 

I believe what the Bible sa: 
about Hell. I confess that I am 
a poor lost sinner who needs say- 
ing. I believe that Jesus Christ 
died for my sins and is ready to 
forgive and save me now, as the 
Bible promises. Therefore, today 
this very moment, I turn to Jesus. 
I trust Him in my heart to {or- 
give me and save me. Today I sct 
out to love and serve Him the 
rest of my life, depending on Him 
alone to save me. 


— aa 
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% 
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Page Ten 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, September 18, 1953 


The Holy Trinity 


(Continued from page 1) 


with one bank account, one char- 
ter, one advertising program, one 
building housing the firm, ete. 
Each officer, however, is an ex- 
ecutive, separate from the other 
two. Each one has his own work 
ta perform. The duties of each one 
bind the other two. Those who call 
to see the “firm” may see any 
one of the three Persons for all 
three work in unity and harmony. 


So it is with the Godhead. It 
is like a firm in which there are 
three officers. Each one is equal 
to the other. The duties of each 
one are fully approved by the 
other two. The work of each one 
is binding. 

Let us also consider the tri- 
angle. There are three sides to a 
triangle, yet it is just one geo- 


metrical figure. We speak of it as 
“a triangle.”’ These three sides | 
may represent the Father, the | 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. All) 
three are constantly together. 
They work together, plan togeth- 
er, and execute together. One| 
does not act separately or in- 
dependently of the other two. 

In the Scripture, the word “one” 
is a relative word. When we read 


in Genesis 2:24, “they shall be 
one flesh,’ the Lord did not in- 
dicate that after marriage’ the 


husband and wife would be just 


one person, but rather that they 


would form one unit, one family, 
and would be united in their de- 
sires, plans and purposes. 

We speak of “one” bunch of 
grapes. The “bunch” is a_ anit 
though it contains many grapes. 
We speak of “one” flock but it 
contains many sheep. So there is 
“one” God, but there are three 
wonderful Pérsons in the Godhead 
who are to be worshipped and 
obeyed. 

At the baptism of the Lord 
Jesus (Luke 3:21), we find that 
Jesus emerged from the water, the 
Holy Spirit came down from Hea- 
ven, and the Father spoke out of 
Heaven. Thus, we find the three 
Persons having the same interest 
and being occupied with the same 
matter, though separate in their 
personalities. 

In the Great Commission, we 
find the word ‘“‘and” occurring be- 
tween each name of the_ three 
Persons. This distinctly reveals 
that each one is separate from the 
other (Matt. 28:19). 


In the “benediction” verse 
which is quoted at the close of so 
many services, we see again that 
these three blessed Persons are 
mentioned separately with the 


This is being dictated just one | 
week before the 1953-54 school | 
year opens at Bob Jones Uni-| 
versity. I have just had a very | 
interesting visit with a Bob| 
Jones University graduate, | 
Evangelist Bill Piper. A few | 
days ago another one of our 
graduates, T. W. Wilson, who 
is doing such a wonderful work, 
came by to see me. T. W. said, 
“Dr. Bob, people over the coun- 
try are beginning to realize that 
Bob Jones University kept the 
evangelistic fires burning when | 
they had practically gone out in | 
this country.” He was right | 
about it. Evangelism was at the 
lowest ebb it has been in sixty 
years when our school opened 
twenty-six years ago this fall. 
You can scarcely find an evan- 
gelistic campaign in America 
without finding either the evan- 
gelist or some of his associates 
who are former Bob Jones Uni- 
versity students. The University 
stands today as it has always 
stood for soul winning. 

More than a year ago the 
orthodox creed and all of the 
administrative policies of Bob 
Jones University were by the 
unanimous vote of the Board 
of Trustees at their annual 
meeting written into the char- 
ter. Twenty-seven years ago | 
when the charter of the insti- | 
tution was issued, the creed 
was put into the charter, but 
there were very few by-laws 
written. The first charter made 
it mandatory that the school | 
be closed if the creed was ever | 
repudiated. Now the present | 
charter makes it mandatory 
that the school be closed if the | 
policies of the institution which 
have made the creed effective 
are not mamtained. An institu- 
tion may have an orthodox 
creed and not be effective in 
its work for the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The only amendments 
in the charter are amendments 
that have to do with making it 
mandatory that the policies be 
maintained along with the 
creed. The policies today are 
just what they have been since 
the school was started. They 
are the policies that represent 
“the original intentions of the 
founder.” 

In the preamble to the re- 
vised and amended by-laws are 
these paragraphs: 

“The institution has always 
endeavored to give the Lord 
Jesus Christ the pre-eminent 
place.” 

“It has stood without apology 

- for the uncompromising funda- 
mental and orthodox position 
which is written into its char- 
ter, which fundamentals all 
evangelical orthodox Christians 
accept.” 

“The institution has empha- 
sized its fundamental evangeli- 
cal doctrinal position and has 
refused to be drawn into con- 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


troversy with any evangelical 
group or groups concerning cer- 
tain interpretations of the Word 
of God that separate many of 
God’s orthodox people.’ 


We are asking you Christian 
people to pray as you have 
never prayed before that the 
school year 1953-54, which be- 
gins one week from the time this 
is being dictated, may be the 
greatest and most powerful 
year we have ever had. By the 
help and grace of God, we are 
building about the institution 
a new wall of strong protection 
from influences that are always 
trying to get into orthodox in- 
stitutions to destroy these insti- 
tutions. As I have told you 
before, the next ten years are 
going to be testing years for 
orthodox, evangelical Christians 
and all orthodox, evangelical 
institutions. Regardless of what 
it may cost, we are going to 
carry Bob Jones University on 
as it has been carried on from 
the beginning. During the sum- 
mer, the ministerial students 
from Bob Jones University have 
been out doing their summer 
extension work, and they have 
averaged leading into a decis- 
ion for Jesus Christ over. one 
thousand people a week. We are 
training preachers to win souls. 
We are training missionaries to 
go to the ends of the earth and 
win souls. We are _ training 
Christian school teachers and 
Christian businessmen to also 
be soul winners. At Bob Jones 
University we teach that life 
is not divided into the secular 
and the sacred, that every call- 
ing for a Christian is a sacred 
calling, that every Christian is 
supposed not just to be a wit- 
ness but also a soul winner. 


We wish to express our ap- 
preciation to you friends who 
have helped us with our Stu- 
dent Loan Endowment Fund 
and also helped us with contri- 
butions to the general fund of 
the institution. We want to 
keep building the Student Loan 
Endowment Fund; and, of 
course, we want to get all the 
help we can for the general 
treasury of the school. What- 
ever you can do during this 
school year will be greatly ap- 
preciated; but regardless of 
whether you can send any 
money or not, please send 
prayers daily up to God for 
the outpouring of His Spirit on 
Bob Jones University campus., 
Ask God to give wisdom to the 
executives and faculty as they 
carry on faithfully in these days 
of such world-wide uncertainty 
and such world-wide unrest. 
Thank you again and God bless 
you. 


BOB JONES, Founder 
Bob Jones University 
Greenville, S. C. 


(Advertisement) 


"*Virgin’’ or Only ‘‘Young Woman’’? 


(Continued from page 1) 


the margin as an alternate trans- 
lation, “or virgin.” 

I think I can show that when 
the rather careless translators and 
defenders of the RSV say the He- 
brew word almah does not mean 
virgin, but always means simply 
“a young woman,” they are mak- 
ing ar unscholarly statement, a 
piece of pure propaganda, sales 
talk, and are not to be taken 
seriously by scholarly people. To 
go against the Hebrew scholars 
who translated the Septuagint be- 
fore Christ came, to go against 
all the scholars translating the 
King James Version and all the 
scholars who translated the su- 
perb American Standard Version, 
and then to say that all scholars 


word “and’’ separating them to 
indicate clearly that each one is 
a distinct Person and that all 
three are not the same Person. 
John mentions these three bles- 


sed Persons in Revelation 1:4, 
speaking first of the Father 
“which is, and which was, and 


which is to come.” Then he con- 
tinues the benediction from the 
Holy Spirit who is before the 


throne. After this, the gracious 
benediction follows from Jesus 
Christ. Thus we see again the 


three Persons distinctly mentioned 
separately and divided by the 
word “and” to make the distinc- 
tion very clear. 


Just before the Lord Jesus re- 
turned to Heaven, He said in John 
14:16, “I (Jesus) will pray the 
Father and he shall give you an- 
other comforter . even the 
Spirit of truth.” You will note that 
there was no confusion in the 
mind of Jesus in regard to the 
three Persons. He would pray to 
the Father, the Father would send 
the Spirit. Here, again, the three 
individual Persons of the Godhead 
are clearly depicted. The same 
truth is given again in verse 26 
of this same chapter where the 
Holy Spirit and the Father and 
Jesus are all distinctly mentioned. 

The positions occupied by each 
of the three Persons of the Trin- 
ity reveal that there are three 
Persons. The Father is upon His 
throne (Rev. 4:2). The Lord Jesus 
is at His right hand (Acts 7:55). 
The Holy Spirit is before’ the 
throne (Rev. 1:4). Each one oc- 
cupies a separate and _ distinct 
place. 


The work each one does reveals 
that there are three distinct Per- 
sons. “The Father sent the Son 
to be the Saviour of the world” (I 
John 4:14). The Father who sent 
the One who came are separate 
Persons. “If I depart, I will send 
Him (the Spirit) unto you” (John 
16:7). The Son who sent and the 
Spirit who came are _ different 
Persons. The Father sent the Son 
to die. The Son went to the cross 
and died. The Spirit reveals Him 
to our hearts for “He shall glorify 


me” (John 16:14). The Father 
loved (John 3:16); the Son died 
(Rom. 5:6); the Spirit convicts 


and teaches (John 16:8-13). 

In the Old Testament note one 
of the Hebrew characters just a- 
bove Psalms 119 and 161. It is 
the letter “Schin.”’ Notice that 
there are three points, pointing 
upward and connected at the base 
with a solid line. This character 
is a symbol of Jehovah. It is just 
one letter, but there are three 
parts to the letter, and all are 
joined together in unity. 


David exclaimed in Psalm 2, 
“Kiss the Son.” This man of God 
knew about our wonderful Sav- 
iour. Tyis same David wrote in 
Psalm 51:11, “Take not thy Holy 
Spirit from me.”’ David knew all 
three of the wonderful Persons of 
the Holy Trinity. 

Jacob also knew these three 
wonderful Persons for he said, 
“God before whom my fathers... 
did walk (God the Father), the 
God which fed me all my life long 
(the Lord Jesus) . the angel 
which redeemed me from all evil 
(the Holy Spirit) bless the lads” 
(Gen. 48:15). 

Let us worship and adore the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Let us revere and trust 
the wonderful Saviour of sinners, 
the Lord Jesus Chrst. Let us trust 
and believe the gracious Holy 
Spirit who has come to lead us in 
the right way and to make the 
things of God precious to our 
hearts. 


agree with them that almah in 
the Hebrew simply means young 
woman, does not mean virgin, that 
bethulah is the only word for vir- 
gin, proves an unscholarly bias, or 
careless inaccuracy, or deliberate 
deceit. 


If translators and defenders of 
the RSV want people to believe 
that the Hebrew word almah in 
Isaiah 7:14 means only a young 
woman of marriageable age, that 
it does not necessarily mean vir- 
gin, then they must give some- 
thing more than their own tpse 
dixit, something more than an ar- 
rogant assertion without scholarly 
proof. But that they will not do, 
for most of the evidence is on the 
other side and for the historic 
Christian position. 


But honest spiritual Christians 
who want to know the facts can 
know beyond any peradventure of 
a doubt that God really said ‘‘Be- 
hold, a virgin shall conceive, and 
bear a_ son. The scriptural 
evidence is overwhelming, and the 
honest, intelligent, spiritual Chris- 
tian can see it for himself and 
know that Isaiah 7:14 does plain- 
ly foretell the virgin birth of- 
Christ. That will mean that the 
RSV translation of Isaiah 7:14 is 
a faulty and unscholarly transla- 
tion. That will mean that the 
modernists are guilty of a bias 
that kept them from seeing the 
truth, and that they have made a 
scandalous mistake in the transla- 
tion. But, again I say it, the evi- 
dence is overwhelming and con- 
clusive for the honest Christian 
who is willing to face it, weigh it, 
and allow the Bible evidence to 
have its own proper impact. 


The Conditions God Requires 
For Receiving Spiritual Truth 


However, there are three con- 
ditions that the honest student 
must meet if he would be able 
to judge the evidence in this mat- 
ter. First, he should be a born- 
again Christian, for the Bible 
says, “But the natural man re- 
ceiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God: for they are fool- 
ishness unto him: neither can he 
know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned” (I Cor. 2:14). 
Speaking of divine revelation, the 
inspired apostle says that any 
man who is not. regenerated can- 
not understand divine revelation 
or receive it, because such matters 
are spiritually discerned and a 
man who is in the flesh, and has 
never been born of the Spirit, is 
not capable of judging such mat- 
ters. No unconverted man like Dr. 
Orlinsky, the Orthodox Jew on 
the translation committee of the 
RSV, has either the capacity or 
the right to sit in judgment on 
the Word of God and to tell what 
God means. The natural man is 
tainted, perverted, the heart is 
deceitful and wicked, and no mat- 
ter how great a scholar one may 
be, he cannot be trusted in trans- 
lating the Bible or expounding the 
Bible, if he be an~unconverted 
lost sinner. And I get the impres- 
sion, from reading their: books 
denying the fundamental teach- 
ings of the Bible, that most of 
the translators of the RSV do not 
even claim to be born-again peo- 
ple, saved by personal faith in the 
atoning blood of Jesus Christ, 
God’s virgin-born Son, God _in- 
carnate. The new birth and the in- 
dwelling of the Holy Spirit are 
absolutely essential to understand- 
ing and translating or teaching 
the Word of God. 


Second, to understand the evid- 
ence that God did supernaturally 
and prophetically foretell in Isaiah 
7:14, the virgin birth of Christ, 
one must accept the Bible as the 
infallible, authoritative Word of 
God. Jesus told two men on the 
road to Emmaus, blinded to the 
fact of His resurrection, that their 
blindness was because they were 
slow to believe the Bible. He said, 
“QO fools, and slow of heart to be- 
lieve all that the prophets have 
spoken: Ought not Christ to have 
suffered these things, and to en- 
ter into his glory?” (Luke 24:25, 
26.) Any man slow to believe the 
Bible is blinded to the truth and 
is, spiritually, a fool, according 
to the Saviour’s own’ words. 
Therefore, a modernist can never 
be trusted in translating the Bible 
or expounding the Bible. He does 
not have the holy reverence for 
the Scripture which a man must 


have to understand them and 
translate them or expound them 
correctly. One who does not be- 
lieve the Bible is spiritually a fool. 
I do not promise that I can con- 
vince every modernist that God 
said in Isaiah 7:14 that “"... 4a 
virgin shall conceive. . .” if he re- 
mains a modernist. But if he re- 
pents of his sins, gets converted, 
accepts the whole Bible as the in- 
fallible, verbally-inspired Word of 
God, then I promise that he can 
weigh the evidence and be com- 
pelled to agree that Isaiah was 
inspired to foretell that “a virgin 
shall conceive, and bear a son,” 
Jesus Christ. 


A third condition for those who 
want to be absolutely sure of the 
meaning of Isaiah 7:14 is that 
they must be willing to do the 
will of God. Jesus said in John 
7:17, “If any man will do his will, 
he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God. . .” And the 
American Standard Version prop- 
erly translates it “If any man he 
willing to do’‘his will. .” One 
who is willing to do the will of 
God can know the truth about 
God’s’ teaching. If a man, how- 
ever, is determined to go on with 
his modernistic connections, sup- 
porting infidels, fighting Bible be- 
lievers, compromising the truth 
for the sake of a salary or friends, 
then I do not guarantee that he 
will get this matter settled. If a 
man has a will bent a certain 
way for his own profit or pleasure, 
then God may not be able to 
reveal the truth to him. He sees 
everything through selfishly col- 
ored glasses. He interprets things 
according to his own twisted will, 
which is not surrendered to Christ. 


But those who are born again 
and so have the Holy Spirit to 
help them understand § spiritual 
truth, those who accept the Bible 
with a holy reverence as the very 


infallible Word of God, and those _ 


who are themselves surrendered 
to know and do the will of God, 
can, from scriptural evidence, be 
absolutely convinced, on a thor- 
oughly reliable scholarly basis, 
convinced in both head and heart, 
that Isaiah 7:14 does foretell the 
virgin birth of Christ, and that 
when God used the Hebrew word 
almah, He meant virgin. And :that 
is the evidence which I will give 
now for honest hearts. 


We Set Out to Show That 
“Almah” Is Never Used in 
the Bible of Any Married 

Woman Or Of One Not. 
| a Virgin 


Translators of the RSV say that ~* 


the Hebrew word, almah used in 
Isaiah 7:14 simply means “a young 
woman of marriageable age,” not 
necessarily a virgin. But that is 
an artificial definition which does 
not come from any genuine study 
of the Bible use of the word. These 
translators who. go against the 
historic Christian position of over 
nineteen centuries, who go against 
the great Jewish translation, the 
Septuagint, who go against the 
King James translation, who go 
against the American Standard 
Version-ef-the Bible, are obligated 
to prove their change is correct. 
This they do not do. They expect 
us to simply take their unsupport- 
ed statement that:-the word almah 
does not mean virgin. 


But there is a scholarly way to 
settle this matter. Dr. Chamber- 
lain, of the Southern Baptist Sem- 
inary at Louisville, in an article 
“What Is the Truth about the 
RSV Bible?” in The Presbyterian 
Outlook, says that on this matter 
a scholar would turn first to the 
lexicons. But lexicons are faulty. 
There is a better place to turn 
on this matter than to a lexicon. 
He can turn to the Bible itself 
and, in the original Hebrew, find 
the evidence that he seeks, if he 
be honest. I propose that we sim- 
ply turn to every place in the Old 
Testament where the Hebrew 
word almah is used, and to show 
you that never one time in the 
Bible does this word mean a mar- 


fried woman or a woman who is 


not a virgin. The Hebrew word 
almah is used seven times in the 


‘Old Testament. Four times it is 


translated virgin: in Genesis 24: 
43, in Song of Solomon 1:3, in 
Song of Solomon 6:8, and in Isaiah 
7:14. Twice the word almah is 
translated maid, which is a syno- 
nym for virgin, and means ap- 
proximately the same. These are 
in Exodus 2:8 and Proverbs 30: 
19. Once, in Psalm 38:25, almah 
(Continued on page 11) © 
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“*Virgin’’ or Only ‘‘Young Woman’’? 


(Continued from page 10) 


is translated damsel. The English 
word damsel certainly does not 
usually refer to a married woman, 
and we suppose in the King James 
Version that the translators took 
it to be approximately a synonym 
for virgin. Now let us examine 
these seven times that almah is 
used in the Old Testament, and 
see that the word is never used 
about a woman we know was 
married or that we know was not 
a virgin. 


1. Genesis 24:43. Abraham’s 
Servant Prays For a Virgin 
Wife for Isaac 


The reader no doubt knows the 
story of how Abraham sent his 
old servant back to Abraham's 
former country, to find a bride 
for Isaac. The old servant came 
to the village and was led to pray 
that God would reveal to him the 
virgin girl whom God had appoint- 
ed to be Isaac’s wife. His prayer 
is given in Genesis 24:43, 44: 

“Behold, I stand by the well of 
water; and it shall come to pass, 
that when the virgin cometh forth 
to draw water, and I say to her, 
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Give me, I pray thee, a little wa- 
ter of thy pitcher to drink; And 
she say to me, Both drink thou, 
and I will also draw for thy 
camels: let the same be the wo- 
man whom the Lord hath appoint- 
ed out for my master’s. son.”’— 
Gen. 24:43, 44. 


The word virgin in verse 43 
just quoted is the Hebrew word 
almah. Surely nobody believes 
that the word almah was not 


properly translated virgin here in 
the King James Version. The old 
servant wanted a bride for Isaac. 
He did not want a married wo- 
man, he did not want a ‘harlot, 
but a virgin. And he knew that 
God would help him to find the 
right girl. In fact, God did an- 
swer the prayer exactly, and that 
night he went home with Rebecca, 
met her family, and made ar- 
rangements for her to go back 
with him to marry Isaac. 

Now when that white-haired, 
Saintly servant of Abraham pray- 
ed, “Behold, I stand by the well 
of water; and it shall come to 
pass, that when the virgin cometh 
forth to draw water, and I say 
to her, Give me, I pray thee, a 
little water of thy pitcher to 
drink,” that she would agree, and 
would offer to draw water for his 
camels also, and that this should 
be “the woman whom the Lord 
hath appointed out for my mas- 
ter’s son,” when he prayed “when 
the virgin cometh forth,” he 
meant the pure girl whom God 
had appointed to be a wife for 
Isaac. He did not mean a married 
woman, he did not mean a harlot, 
or a defiled, impure woman. He 
prayed for a virgin. And God an- 
swered his prayer. Rebecca was 
a virgin for. verse 16 in the same 
chapter says, “And the damsel 
was very fair to look upon, a vir- 
gin, neither had any man known 
her. . .” 


The Hebrew word almah, in 
Genesis 24:43, certainly means 
virgin. It does not mean just a 
young woman. 


2. Song of Solomon 1:3. The 
Saints’ Love for Christ 
Pictured by the “Virgins’ 
Love”’ 


In the Scofield Reference Bible, 
the introduction to the Song of 
Solomon says, “The _ interpreta- 
tion is twofold: Primarily, the 
book is the expression of pure 
marital love as ordained of God 
in creation, and the vindication of 
that love as against both ascet- 
icism and lust—the two profana- 
tions of the holiness of marriage. 
The secondary and larger inter- 
pretation is of Christ, the Son and 
His heavenly bride, the Church 
(2 Cor. 11:1-4, refs.).” So the 
book of The Song of Solomon 
tells in conversation and narrative 
the relations of Christ, the Heav- 
enly bridegroom, and the saints. 
Now in Song of Solomon 1:3, 
speaking of Christ, the Heavenly 
bridegroom, in a spiritual sense, 
we are told; “Because of the sav- 
our of thy good ointments thy 
name is as ointment poured forth, 
therefore do the virgins love 
thee.” The word virgins here is 
a translation of the Hebrew word 
almah. The next verse also pic- 
tures beautifully the wonderful 


‘attraction that Christ has for the 


saints. It says, “Draw me, we will 
run after thee: the king hath 
brought me into his chambers: 
we will be glad and rejoice: in 
thee, we will remember thy love 
more than wine: the upright love 
thee.”’ 


In these verses we are told that 
“the virgins love thee” and “the 
upright love thee.” Both, I think, 
picture the hero, perhaps figured 
here by King Solomon, as wise, 
good, brilliant, and attractive, 
loved by the virgin girls of Jeru- 
salem, and loved by all the up- 
right citizens. But spiritually, 
these two verses speak of the way 
the saints love Jesus Christ. The 
virgins and the upright, no doubt, 
picture the saints. Certainly the 
word virgin here does not refer to 
an impure woman, or to a married 
woman. It refers to a virgin. The 
attraction of an elegible, hand- 
some, and kingly young prince for 
teen-age girls and young women 
simply pictures the perfume of 
the character of Jesus Christ, the 
fairest among ten thousand, for 
His saints who know Him and 
love Him! 


The word almah here properly 
trafislated virgin surely does not 
mean simply a young woman of 
marriageable age, for the spiritual 
meaning would be lost. The un- 
sullied purity and modesty of a 
virgin girl might well represent 
a saint in whom the Lord delights, 
and one who loves Him for His 
beauty. The idea of virginity can- 
not well be left out of Song of 
Solomon 1:3. There is not a par- 
ticle of evidence that here it 
means simply a young woman of 
marriageable age, whether single, 
or married, whether pure or im- 
pure. In that case the verse would 
have no spiritual meaning. Almah 
here means virgin. 


3. The Queens, Concubines, 
and Virgins 
We have an even clearer pic- 
ture of the meaning of the word 


almah in Song of Solomon 6:38, 
which says, “There are three- 
score queens, and fourscore con- 


cubines, and virgins without num- 
ber.” Three types of women are 
mentioned here. They include first, 
“threescore queens,’ that is, wo- 
men married to Solomon as full 
wives. They are, second, “four- 
score concubines,” that is, women 
with whom Solomon lives but who 
are accepted as half-wives, bear- 
ing Solomon’s children, but none 
of them with the full status of 
wives. This would include all the 
women that Solomon took to his 
bed as mates, in a way allowed 
in the Old Testament, but not 
recognized as fully Solomon’s 
equal. The third group of women 
mentioned are “virgins without 
number.’ Certainly this mentions 
the innocent girls who serve in 
king Solomon’s household but who 
have not married him, and have 
not been defiled. 


In fact, the next verse Says, 
“My dove, my undefiled is but 
one; she is the only one of her 


mother, she is the choice one of 
her that bare her. . .’”’ The beloved 
one in The Song of Solomon, who 
pictures an individual Christian in 
love with Christ, is named as one 
of these virgins and she is called, 
“My dove, my undefiled.” It is 
evident that this girl whose love 
and marriage with Solomon pic- 
tures the love between Christ and 
His saints, is recognized as one 
of the virgins. Certainly other- 
wise Solomon would not have mar- 
ried her and she is called “my 
undefiled.”’ So the word virgin in 
verse 8 is a proper translation of 
the Hebrew word almah. Almah 
means virgin. It does not mean a 
wife, it does not mean a concu- 
bine, but it means a virgin. 


4. Exodus 2:8. The Little Girl, 
Moses’ Sister, Was “The 
Maid,” A Virgin 

You remember the fascinating 
story of the baby Moses, whose 
loving mother could no _ longer 
hide him, and when he was three 
months old made him a little ark, 
a boat of bulrushes, made water- 
tight with pitch, and placed him 
by the river’s brink. Then we-are 
told, “And his sister stood afar 
off, to wit what would be. done 
to him” (Exod. 2:4). But Phar- 
aoh’s daughter and her maids 
came to bathe in the river. The 
baby Moses cried and was dis- 
covered. “Then said his sister to 
Pharaoh's daughter, Shall I go 
and call to thee a nurse of the 
Hebrew women, that she may 
nurse the child for thee? And 
Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, 
Go. And the maid went and call- 
ed the child’s mother (Exod. 2:7, 
8). The word maid here is a trans- 
lation of the Hebrew almah. So 
Moses grew up in the house of 
Pharaoh’s daughter, as a prince, 
but was nursed by his own moth- 
er. 

The little girl who has part in 
this story was Miriam, Moses’ sis- 
ter. The tradition is that she was 
a small girl. Young’s Analytical 
Concordance says that she was 
born 1578 B.C., and that Moses 
was born B.C. 1571, that is, seven 
years later. If that chronology is 
correct, she was only seven or 
eight years old at the time men- 
tioned in the Scriptures. Even by 
that chronology she lived to be 
118 years old, and it certainly is 
unlikely that she was much older. 


And this little girl, Miriam, is 
called ‘“‘the maid’ and the word 
maid is a translation of the He- 
brew word almah. 

Now, are the translators of the 
RSV right in saying that almah 
always means “a young woman of 


marriageable age?” I think not. 
There is no evidence, not even a 
tradition, that Miriam here was of 
marriagable age, or even a young 
woman. Certainly every presump- 
tion in this case is that the little 
girl was a virgin, undefiled. She 
was certainly not married. So, in 
this case, surely, the Hebrew word 
almah means virgin. 


It seems certain that the trans- 
lators of the King James Version 
meant that the word maid here 
should be a synonym for virgin, as 
the word usually is in the Bible, 
in Shakespeare, and in classic Eng- 
lish. 


5. Proverbs 30:19. The Course 
of True Love, “The Way 
Of a Man With a Maid” 

or Virgin 

We are told that “All the world 
loves a lover.’’ God Himself made 
man and woman male and female 
and said, “Therefore shall a man 
leave his father and his mother, 
and shall cleave unto his wife: and 
they shall be one flesh” (Gen. 

2:24). Love and marriage are holy 

things. God said, “Husbands, love 

your wives, even as Christ also 
loved the church, and gave himself 
for it” (Eph. 5:25). And the wives 
are to be subject to their own hus- 
bands “as the church is subject 
unto Christ.’”’” Even God Himself 
seems to rejoice in the beauty of 
holy and proper love between a 
young man and a young woman. 
That is discussed as one of the 
beauties and wonders beyond the 
understanding of man, in Proverbs 

30:18, 19: ““‘There be three things 

which are too wonderful for me, 

yea, four which I know not. The 


way of an eagle in the air; the way | 


of a serpent upon a rock; the way 
of a ship in the midst of the sea; 
and the way of a man with a 
maid.” The regal grace of an eagle 
in the air is beautiful, “too won- 
derful for me,” said the divinely- 
inspired writer of Proverbs. 
was the grace of a serpent upon a 
rock, and the way of a ship in the 
midst of the sea. Who has not 
been charmed by the delightful 


picture of a sailing vessel heeled | 


So | 


| 


over under the wind, white foam 
at her bow, gliding like a living 
thing! That-is the way the in- 
spired author felt. 

And like the wondrous beauty 
and grace of the things named is, 
“the way of a man with a maid.” 

There is nothing mean or lowly 
here. God puts it in the heart of 
a young man to want a companion, 
to want a bride, to want a home 
and children. God puts it in his 
heart to woo and win the affec- 
tions of a pure and innocent girl, 
And the word maid here, in Pro- 
verbs 30:19, is a translation of the 
Hebrew word almah, a virgin. 

Does anyone here say that God 
had in mind a married woman, and 
a young man making love to her? 
Does anybody think here that the 
marvel and beauty which impress- 
ed the inspired author was the way 


of a man with a harlot? No, it 


is obvious that the word maid here 
representing the translation of the 
Hebrew word almah refers to a 
virgin girl. Again there is not a 
(Continued on page 12) 
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To Bring a Revival | 


In “How to Have a Revival” you'll | 
find a complete handbook—advice by | 
America’s leading evangelists on how } 
to give an invitation, preparing for 
union revivals, how to organize, ad- | 
vertising, delegations, music, and fol- i 
low-up. ) 

But, of course, this technical informa- | 
tion will not bring revival to your 
heart, and to your church. For having | 
God's power 
convict the unsaved means clearing 
the way, and deep prayer, and the | 
infilling of the Holy Spirit. This book | 
will create in your heart a hunger for 
revival. } 

That's why Dr. Faris D. Whitesell | 
called this book “A revival on paper.” ) 
That's why Dr. H. A. Ironside said, | 
“These addresses rank with the Lec- I 
tures on Revival by Charles G. Finney | 
published years ago.” 

And 
preacher, in the Kiamichi mountains 
defeated because not one soul had been saved in | 
his church, stayed up all one Saturday night to read it. That's 
why he could say confidently to his wife. “We're going to have a | 


revive Christians and | 


that’s why a_ discouraged, | 
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'Virgin’’ or Only ‘Young Woman"? 


(Continued from page 11) 


hint that the word simply means 
@ young woman, whether married 
or not, and whether pure or not. In 
the very nature of the case, vir- 
ginity is supposed in this context, 
and the word almah represents a 
Virgin. 


6. Psalm 68:25. Damsels (or 
Virgins) Are Pictured As 
Following Christ, the 
King, When He Returns 
to Reign in Jerusalem 

Psalm 68 is one of the Messianic 
Psalms. That is, it has some clear 
P “ophecies about the coming Mes- 
siah. Ephesians 4:7, 


Psalm 68:18 and quotes part of | fore the 


tt. “But unto every one of us Is: 


given grace according to the mea-| conceive, and bear a son, and shall 


re of the gift of Christ. W here- | call his name Immauel.’ 


When he ascended | 'the centuries, 
captivity eap-| tian position has been that this is 


¢ere he saith, 
ep on high, he 
tive, and gave 


led c 
gifts unto men 


So Psalm 68:18 tells about the | Christ, 


eseension of Christ. ané@ how he| 


gave gifts for service to the Chris-|Of a virgin. | 
| believed that this referred to the 


tians He left behind. 


8 refers to| the King James Carcian. 


innocent girls dancing along, keep- | 
ing time to the singing with their 
tambourines. 

In this case, again, there is no} 
evidence that the word almah | 
means anything but a virgin. | 

| 

7. Isaiah 7:14. The Virgin | 

Birth of Christ Foretold | 

The seventh time that the He- 
brew word almah is used in the: 
Old Testament, is in Isaiah 7:14. 
The seven instances we have men- 
tioned are the only times the word 
almah appears in the Bible. 
7:14 we read, in 
‘“There- 
Lord himself shall give 

Behold, a virgin shall 


Here in Isaiah 


you a sign; 


Through | 
the historic Chris- 
a prophecy of the virgin birth of 
that Christ would have no 
human father, but would be born 
Jewish scholars also 


A note in the Scofield Reference | Virgin birth of Christ until unbe- | 


Bible says, 
pervaded by the joy of Israel in the 
kingdom, but a stricter order of 
events begins with verse 18. This is 
quoted (Eph. 4:7-16) of Christ's 
escension ministry. Verses 21-23 
wefer to the regathering of Israel, 
and the destruction of the Beast 
and his armieS...Verses 24-25 
ere descriptive of full and univer- 
eal kingdom blessing.” 

{n this wonderful Psalm, 


verse 


23 tells how Christ will come to 
fieht the Battle of Armageddon, 
“that thy foot may be dipped in| 


the blood of thine enemies.” Now 
read verses 24 and 25, where the 
word damsel. occurs, aS a trans- 
lation of the Hebrew word almah. 
“They have seen thy goings, O 
(Cod;. even the goings of my God, | 
my King, in the sanctuary. The 
ngers went before, the players 
instruments followed after; 
mong them were the damsels 
bliaying with timbrels.”’ 
Then the rest of the Psalm tells 
how the Jews will be regather- 
“Ethiopia shall soon 
stretch out her hands unto God,”’ 
end the reign of Christ on earth 
when kings shall bring presents to 
Christ at Jerusalem (verse 29). 
Now we have the setting. The 
word damsel in Psalm 68:25 is a 
translation of the Hebrew word 
cimah. Does it mean a young 
married woman? Does it mean a 
fiarlot? Or does it mean a virgin? 
The word damsel is usually used 
of a young girl. In Mark 5:41, the 
term is used of the “little daugh- 
ter’ (Mark 5:23) of Jarius who 
was twelve years eld (verse 42). 
so the English term damsel may 
represent a little girl, or a girl 
o'd enough to marry. We do not 
eenerally use it 
voman. The picture here in Psalm 


a “ er 


; 


ed. how 


©3:25 is of the procession which | 
Lord } 


will take place when the 
Jesus returns and goes up to Jeru- 
salem to sit on His throne. Singers, 
like the Levites of old in 
temple, and players on 
aients, will come after 
among these will be a great many 
YO 


A 


ing girls playing . tambourines, | 


“The entire Psalm is | lieving Jews, 


| 
| 


the | 
instru- | of His favor and to tell him about 
Jesus and | 


| 


for a 


after Christ's birth, 
sought to do away with the). 
prophecies that would prove He) 
was the Messiah. In the Septua- | 
gint, the word almah was trans- | 
lated into the Greek word parthe- 
nos, practically always understood 
to mean virgin. The scholars of | 


the King James Version translated | 
almah as virgin. The scholars of. 
the American Standard Version in| 
1901 translated almah as virgin | 
(and the American Standard Vers- 
ion is doubtless the most accurate | 


ever made). 
Now the unbeliever translators 
of the RSV (for every’ man who 


denies the inspiration of the Bible, 
the virgin birth, the blood atone- 
ment, and bodily resurrection of 
Jesus Christ is an infidel) say that 
the word almah in Isaiah 7:14 
does not mean a virgin but simply 
means a young woman, whether 
married or single, whether a virgin 
or immoral. But consider for a bit 
the passage itself and you will see 
that the context requires that the 
word almah must mean virgin. 
“Moreover the Lord spake again 
unto Ahaz, saying, Ask thee a sign 
of the Lord thy God; 
in the depth, or in the height 
above. But Ahaz said, I will not 


ask, neither will I tempt the Lord. | 


And he said, Hear ye now, O house 
of David; Is it a small thing for 
you to weary men, but will ye 
weary my God also? Therefore the 
Lord himself shall give you a sign 
Behold, a virgin shall conceive, 
and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel.’’—Isa. 7:10-14. 

Several interesting facts are 
made clear in the passage quoted 
above. 


(a) The Lord asked King Ahaz | 
of a married! of Judah, the son of Jotham, to ask | 


sign from God, any 
whether in earth or heaven. 

But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, 
neither will I tempt the Lord.” 
Ahaz was wrong in this matter, 
for God wanted to give evidence 


sign 


the coming Messiah. 
(b) The second fact is that God 
now turns to the whole house of 


joyfully following the procession of | David. 


the Lord Jesus as He goes 
stand the Scripture. 

Certainly no one can give 
anything else but a virgin. Is there 
any evidence here that God means 


to refer to married women? Is)! 
there any evidence here that He! 
means to refer to harlots or im-| 


moral girls? I think there is none. 
The weight of proof lies on those 
who would say that the word 
clmah here 
besides virgin. 

But there is a spiritual meaning, 
also. The spiritual inference is that 
those who follow Christ will be the 
pure and undefiled. The spiritual 
picture is of righteousness and 
purity and the beautiful imagery 
makes pure .and innocent girls 
symbols for the saints of God who 
wili come with Christ to His king- 
com. Psalm 24:3,4 says that only 
“He that hath clean hands and a 
pure heart” shall, at that time 
“ascend into the hill of the Lord.” 
‘The idea of virginity and purity 
%s-here in the spiritual implications 
of the verse. Certainly it is in- 
écrred that the pure and innocent, 
Ahat those made white in the blood 
“of the Lamb, are pictured by the 


into 
Jerusalem to be king! So I under-|of David; 


any | Weary 
evidence that the word here means | 


means something else | 


God says, “Hear ye now, O house 
Is it a small thing for 
to weary men, but will ye 
my God also? Therefore 
the Lord himself shall give,you a 
| Sign...” Here is a sign pygémised 
| to the whole ‘ 
the Scofield Bible, 

properly says, “The prophecy is 
not addressed to the faithless 
Ahaz, but to the whole ‘house of 
David.’ The objection that such 
a far-off event as the birth of 
Christ could be no ‘sign’ to Ahaz, 
is, therefore, puerile. It was a 
continuing prophecy addressed to 
the Davidic family, and accounts 
at once for the instant assent of 
Mary (Luke 1:38).” 

We believe that that is a fair 
and reasonable comment. God of- 
fered a sign te the whole house of 
David. So all the descendants of 
David should be on the lookout for 
the coming Saviour to be born of 
a virgin. Therefore is it not sur- 
prising that in Matthew 1:20 we 
are told that the angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream say- 
ing, “Joseph, thou son of David, 
fear not to-take unto thee Mary 
thy wife: for that which is con- 
ceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.”’ 
This sign was not only to Ahaz, 


you 


a note 


‘would be 
David through the womb of the) 
Virgin Mary. 


In Deuteronomy 6:22, the Scrip- 
signs and wonders, great and sore, 


‘upon all his household, 


ask it either | 


for sign. | 
What God really promised the 
in Isaiah | 
a miracu- 


‘house of DaYid.” In) 


but to every descendant of David 
including Joseph. So God addresses 
Joseph as “thou son of David,” on 
this very matter. 
with 


Likewise, this same an- 


/nouncement in mind, no doubt, the | 
'angel of God came to Mary, “to a 


virgin espoused to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of 
David; and the virgin’s name was 
Mary” (Luke 1:27). And the angel 
told her about the coming Saviour 
who should be called Jesus, would 
be the Son of the Highest, and 


said, “And the Lord God shall give 


unto him the throne of his father 
David” (Luke 1:32). You see, both 


Joseph and Mary seemed to have | 


expected some such thing, as they | 


‘should have done. For the sign 


promised in Isaiah 14 was to the | 
whole house of David. 

Now it is quite clear that God) 
did not give simply a sign to Ahaz, | 


but a sign to the whole house of | 


David. He did not speak simply | 


‘about a child to be born to Ahaz, 


but the great Son of David who} 
born to the house of | 


If the word almah 
did not mean virgin here, the pass- | 
age would not fit. 


(c) Again, we should connilter | 
the meaning of the word SIGN. | 
“Therefore the Lord himself shall | 
give you a Sign” 

This word sign is a remarkable | 
word. The miracles of God i 
Egypt by the hands of.Moses be- 
fore Pharaoh, are all called signs. 


| 


we are told. | 


ture says, “And the Lord shewed 


upon Egypt, and | 
before our 
eyes.” And the word signs is the | 
Same Hebrew word used here in 
Isaiah 7:14. 


upon Pharaoh, 


In Judges 6:17 we find Gideon | 
speaking to the angel saying, “Tf | 
now I have found grace in thy | 
sight, then shew me a sign that 
thou talkest with me.” Gideon was 
asking for a miracle, so the angel | 
of God had Gideon put the meat 
and unleavened cakes upon a rock 


and pour out the broth. Then the | © 


angel touched the end of the staff | 
to the food and there rose up fire 
out of the rock, and miraculously 
consumed it. A sign is usually a 
miracle in the Bible. | 

Again in Joshua 24:17, the mira- 
cles in Egypt are called 
great signs’ using this same He- 
brew word used in Isaiah 


whole house of David 
7:14 is a sign, a wonder, 
lous event. 


But there would be no wonder, 
and no sign about the ordinary | 
EBB BBB BPP PP 
‘ried woman, or even to a harlot. | 
| So if the word almah simply meant 


birth of a child to a young mar- 


a young woman, without any re- 
ference to whether she was mar- 
ried or not married, whether she 
was a virgin, or impure, the verse 
would have no particular mean- 
ing. What miracle, what startling 


sign, to last hundreds of years for 
the whole house of David would) 


there be in a married woman hav- 
ing an ordinary child? But that 
is not what God is saying. What 
God is really promising is that a 
child shall be born of a virgin 
mother and He will be Immanuel, 
God in human form. The girl re- 
ferred to 


need to be a virgin, in order for | 


the birth of her child to be a sign. | 


So the word almah means virgin. 


pass by the word Immanuel. 
The literal 
with us.” 


translation is “God 
The son who was to be 


born would be God, in human 
| flesh. The child born to a. virgin 
is to be God himself in human 
_form. 


That could not be true simply 
of a child born to Ahaz, or to some 
young woman in that particular 
day. No other person ever born 
into the world has the right to 
wear the name IJmmanuel, but 
Jesus Christ Himself. So this is 
a prophecy of the birth of Christ. 
It could not be primarily a prophe- 
cy of the birth of anybody else. 
And that means that necessarily 
the word almah here means virgin, 
because it refers to the virgin 
Mary, who should conceive and 
bring forth Jesus without a human 
father, Christ thus is “God with 
us.”’ 

(e). But before leaving the word 
“virgin” as a translation of the 
Hebrew word “almah,’ let me 
mention another evidence that the 
Virgin Mary was intended. In the 


Holy Spirit had in mind, but only 
/one almah, 


Christ, 
| there means virgin. Thus all Bible 


“those | 


0:14 | 


in this passage would) 


| ANCHOR SUPPLY COMPANY, 
(d) But in Isaiah 7:14 we cannot | 


Hebrew, the form is not “a virgin 
shall conceive,” but literally, “the 
virgin shall conceive.” See Ameri- 
can Standard Version, Margin. 
Jameson, Faucett and Brown say: 
“The Hebrew and the Septuagint 
here, and Greek (Matthew 1:23) 
have the article the virgin . ‘s 
Here the inspired Scripture indi- 
cates that only one such virgin 
in all the history of the world is 
meant, the only one who will con- 
ceive, without having a man as 
the human father of her child. It is 
not just any almah, which the 


the Virgin Mary, “who 
was to bring forth the God-man, 
Immanuel. 

Since the virgin mentioned is the 
only one of the kind, the only 
one ever to conceive not by natural 
‘generation but by a supernatural 
‘act of God, we know that Mary 
the virgin is the one primarily in- 
tended by the Holy Spirit and 
that the word almah here must 
‘mean virgin, not simply some 
young woman of the time. Isaiah 
7-14 is simply a divine prophecy 
of the virgin birth of Christ, and 
all true scholarship backs up the 
| historic Christian position of more 
than 19 centuries on this matter. 
The Holy Spirit, in Matthew 
1:23, plainly says that Isaiah 7:14 
referred to the virgin birth of 
and that the word alma/ 


believers are bound to accept that 
truth on the authority of the New 
Testament. But an examination 
of the Old Testament use of the 
Hebrew word almah must be. abso- 
lutely convincing to the honest, 
Bible-believing scholar. That Old 
Testament proof alone was abso- 
lutely convincing to the transla- 
tors of the -—Septuagint and to 
Bible-believing Jews, even before 
there was a New Testament. It is 
equally convineing now to the open 
heart who studies the use of almah 
in the. Old Testament and the 
context in every case. 

Every honest consideration of 
Isaiah 7:14, and of the other six 
passages in the Old Testament 
where the Hebrew word almah 
is used, shows that the word 
almah means virgin and the his- 
toric Christian translation of 
Isaiah 7:14 is correct. It truly 
should be, “Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall 
call his name Immanuel.” 


But there is more evidence yet. 
And in the next article I shall 
show the one absolutely infallible 
proof that almah means virgin. I 
vill show you a translation made 
by God: Himself, in Which He says 
that the word almah in Isaiah 7:14 
means virgin! And everyone who 
believes what God says will have 
to accept His translation of that 
disputed verse. Look for other 
strong evidence in the next article. 
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